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I N E V E R Y I S S U E

Cover photo by John Pierce.
Pat Terry, whose song writing has
evolved, is releasing his first album
in 20 years.

Page 4

welcome
NEW GROUP SUBSCRIBERS

First Baptist Church
Madison, N.C.

Charles P. McGathy, pastor

•

First Baptist Church
Sanford, N.C.

Jeff Clark, pastor

•

The Oaks Baptist Church
Lyons, Ga.

Josh Hughes, pastor

•

Youngsville Baptist Church
Youngsville, N.C.

Charles D. Stratton Jr., pastor

32



S
MYRNA, Ga. — From
breaking new ground in con-
temporary Christian music in
the ‘70s to penning chart-
topping country tunes, Pat

Terry has been writing and singing “in his own
voice” for a long time. At age 56, he often
retreats to his cottage-style recording studio
tucked away in this quiet Atlanta suburb.

Here Pat crafts and records songs amid the
variety of instruments he plays (“everything
except for drums”) and an impressive collection
of Beatles memorabilia and other evidence of a
music connoisseur.

Baptists Today editor John Pierce stopped
by to talk with Pat about his quietly evolving
musical career that has spanned more than
three decades.

BT: How has songwriting changed for you
since you penned the words, “I can’t wait to
check into my mansion and get my sleeping
bag unrolled”?

PT: Back in those days there wasn’t a lot of
thought that went into most of that writing. It
really was from the overflow.

I was a real young Christian and very
enthusiastic about a newfound faith. So the
things I wrote about then were just kind of
pouring out.

Most songwriters, whether they are writ-
ing gospel songs or country songs or whatever,
will tell you that, in your younger years, that’s
what happens. There is a huge overflow; there
are so many ideas.

You’re forming who you are as a person
and working all that out. As an artist, you
work that out partly through your creative
process.

A lot of that was going on with me. As
the years went on, I think I became a little
more thoughtful about what I wrote and the

kinds of things I wanted to write.
Then after the Pat Terry Group broke up,

I started writing on my own, which eventually
led me to Nashville. It was really a whole dif-
ferent world with much more emphasis on the
craft of writing. That was something I didn’t
know a whole lot about when I was younger.

I really had the privilege of being men-
tored by several writers up there who were
old-school country writers. And I loved coun-
try music and wanted to know more about it.
They really taught me the power of words and
the economy of words and just how things fit
together to really get your point across.

So I feel like I learned an awful lot from
1986 to about ’95. That was a real learning
process for me about what it means to be a
working writer and not just a singer-songwriter.

BT: How did the Pat Terry Group get started?

PT: I became a Christian in 1970. Between
‘70 and ’73, I started writing some songs and
playing in my local church.

I had played in a rock-and-roll band
throughout high school, so music was always a
part of who I was and what I wanted to do.

Around 1973, Sonny Lallerstedt and
Randy Bugg, who were traveling with a group
called “Dove,” which was part of Richard
Hogue Evangelism, and I got acquainted.
They lived here in Atlanta but traveled with
that team full time.

I’m not sure how we met exactly, but we
got acquainted. Whenever they were home, we
would get together. If I had some place to play,
they’d come along and we’d play together.

We started learning songs together, really
hit it off and became like brothers. When they
decided to leave the road, we started playing
together.

I had developed a following somewhat,
and when I went to play it was promoted as

Pat Terry. So they said, “Let’s just call it the
Pat Terry Group.” But I always thought of it
as a real group, not just me with two sidemen.

We really functioned as a group and made
decisions together. I tried to write my songs
not only from the things I wanted to say, but
to keep in mind what the guys wanted to say
— to make it a group effort.

BT: When your mind goes back to those days
in the ‘70s, what memories or feelings are
stirred up?

PT: It was a really exciting time — and a very
innocent time. [Contemporary] Christian
music hardly existed. We were one of the early
groups signed to Myrrh Records.

I still remember going into the record
company’s office in Waco, Texas, and the guy
rolling out a presentation on his desk. He said:
“We’ve decided what we are going to call this
music — we are going to call it ‘Jesus music.’”

That seemed kind of exciting, but as the
years went on it occurred to me it was more of
a marketing term than anything else. For us,
who became Christians in the midst of that
Jesus Movement, it was something very real.

But early on I began to see that this is a
business for these companies. They are look-
ing for ways to market this. Words started
being thrown around that they thought would
capture the public’s imagination.

But it was an exciting time. I remember
feeling very mission-oriented concerning my
music. But I ‘was a child and spake as a child’
in a lot of ways. I was really young.
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I N F O R M A T I O NF E A T U R E

I wanted to bring into the church world
the things I loved musically out in the pop and
rock world. As a kid, I was frustrated by singing
hymns. I didn’t understand at that time …
what it meant to the church to have a history
and a legacy of great church music.

So my mindset was that I wanted to trans-
form some of this stuff. There really was a sense
of mission.

As the years went on and as I started to
mature, I realized that maybe there is a reason
why we’ve been singing some of these hymns
for so many years.

I remember going to Baylor University one
time and they had a big display of original lyrics
written by some of the great hymn writers. That
was one of the first times it really struck me that
these were real people writing real songs about
their experiences. I started seeing that a little
differently from that point on.

It grieves me a little when I see some of
the great hymns being left behind in favor of
choruses and contemporary worship music.
Some of it is needful to connect with culture on
today’s terms, but the depth in the history and
legacy of hymn writing is incredible.

We do ourselves a disservice by throwing
that out. From a songwriter’s standpoint, I don’t
even like to hear hymns rewritten. I like to hear
the melodies the way the writers wrote them —
because they are wedded to the lyrics.

That melody conveys part of what is going
on lyrically. I kind of hate to hear all of that
deconstructed.

But those ideas were a big part of that
period for me. There was lots of fun involved in
it too. We traveled all over the country and met
so many different people.

This wasn’t a Pat Terry Group memory,
but I remember going to Expo ’72, which was
the first large-scale Christian festival, and what
an impression that made on me that there were
this many young people in the country having a
real spiritual awakening.

The music that went on there inspired me
a lot. Johnny Cash was there, [and it] was great
hearing him. I grew up with some country
music around the house, and was a huge fan of
country-rock music in high school.

His connection in that realm — and how
it connected to my faith — made a big impres-
sion. Then as the years went on, we continued
to see his contribution to American music and
that element of his faith that was always woven
through what he did.

See TERRY page 14 !

This fall, Pat Terry will release his first album in 20 years. It contains a wide
variety of songs he has written and recorded at his studio in Smyrna, Ga.
The singer-songwriter is also getting back on stage after a long absence. He

will be introducing the music from his album — as well as resurrecting some hits
from the old Pat Terry Group days — in a 7 p.m. concert on Dec. 4 at the Historic
Douglass Theatre in downtown Macon, Ga., where Otis Redding, James Brown
and Little Richard used to rock the house.

For a concert schedule, booking information or to order his new CD, “Laugh
for a Million Years,” visit www.patterryonline.com.

something old, something new

November 2008 • Baptists Today | 5



“The only thing that would disqualify
Gov. [Sarah] Palin from being gover-
nor or vice president, in my opinion,
would be if her husband didn’t want
her to do it.”

—Southern Baptist Convention leader
Richard Land (RNS)

“That’s an oxymoron.”

—Harvard professor and Baptist minister
Peter J. Gomes responding to Stephen Colbert
jokingly calling him part of the “Baptist elite”

(The Colbert Report)

“We’re blessed. We’re not dead and
stuff like that.”

—An evacuee in the aftermath of
Hurricane Ike (CNN)

“Some would say the younger gener-
ation is our problem. I’ll say this: If
they’re our problem, we don’t have a
future.”

—Southern Baptist Convention President Johnny
Hunt to the SBC Executive Committee (BP)

“The only way to get from turn the
other cheek, go the second mile, and
love your enemy to torture is by
means of some weird Orwellian
doublespeak.”

—Jim Evans, pastor of First Baptist Church of
Auburn, Ala. (ethicsdaily.com)

“I’d like to see the CEOs of these
companies march down Wall Street
in sackcloth and ashes.”

—ABC News analyst Cokie Roberts, on This Week
with George Stephanopoulos, on the government

bailing out Wall Street executives (RNS)

“Most of the evangelicals I have
encountered here in the Sunbelt are
middle-class suburbanites like me,
good-hearted and intelligent, with
diverse views on a wide range of
issues, even if most vote Republican.”

—Mark Pinsky, former religion writer for the
Orlando Sentinel and author of the book,

A Jew Among the Evangelicals:
A Guide for the Perplexed (RNS)

“By joining with this storied institu-
tion rooted in Baptist life and in the
South, it’s another way in which God
is healing the divisions, the scars and
the wounds of Baptists in the past.”

—General Secretary Roy Medley of the American
Baptist Churches, USA, at the Sept. 27 dedication of
the Samuel Colgate Historical Library and Archives

on Mercer University’s Atlanta campus (ABP)

“Wouldn’t it be something if Liberty
votes were enough to change which
presidential candidate won Virginia
and maybe even the presidency
itself?”

—Jerry Falwell Jr., president of Liberty University
in Lynchburg, Va., in the online Liberty Journal,
urging on-campus voter registration and canceling

classes on election day (RNS)

“God opened our minds and hearts
to learn about the virus that is still
growing, still killing and still has no
cure.”

—Auburn University student Caitlin Sandley,
who attended the International AIDS Conference in
Mexico City this summer as part of the Cooperative

Baptist Fellowship’s
Student.Go missions program (ABP)

“I wasn’t seeking people who were
going to share my perspectives.”

—RFK’s daughter Kerry Kennedy who, for her
book, Being Catholic Now, asked 37 American

Catholics, including Bill O’Reilly of Fox News and
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the question:

“What does it mean to be Catholic?” (RNS)

“Even if the business executives
don’t believe in prayer, they want
someone around them who believes
in prayer and will pray for them.”

—Gil Stricklin, founder of Marketplace Chaplains,
USA, on ministry opportunities amid

the Wall Street crisis (RNS)

quotation
P E R S P E C T I V E

“ r e m a r k s”
“We have been too quick to

assume that the interests of God,

as we understand them in the

Christian tradition, are always

going to align with the interests of

our nation. I think this is a human

tendency, and we call it ‘sin.’”

—Theologian Scott Bader-Saye, author of
Following Jesus in a Culture of Fear (RNS)

Southern Baptist Convention presi-
dent Jimmy Draper told directors of
the Home Mission Board that dis-
agreement over the ordination of
women should not destroy the unity
of spirit among believers.

“We are not trying to produce a
bunch of religious clones,” Draper,
pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Euless, Texas, told the board.

—SBC Today, November 1983

In the news, 25 years ago . . .
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C hristian testimonies were an impor-
tant part of my early church life.
They often occurred on Sunday

nights if the Spirit was leading or the pastor
skimped on sermon preparation that week.

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,”
one pastor would quote from Psalm 107:2 as
a way of encouraging church members to rise
and testify boldly.

At other times, testimonies were more
scheduled, prepared and formally presented.
Someone would tell of what Jesus had done
in his or her life.

Essentially, testimonies were one part
“This is how I used to be” and one part
“This is how I am now.”

The emphasis was on the behavioral
change that occurred after Jesus came into
one’s heart.

But it has been a long time since I heard
someone share how Jesus has made them
more patient, joyful, loving, kind, forgiving
or humble — those Fruits-of-the Spirit things
in the Bible that apply to other people.

Being Christian today is more often
defined by correct belief rather than better
behavior and new priorities that come from a
changed life. There seems to be less attention
given to substantial, personal conversion —
that is the old passing away to make room for
the new.

Rather, Baptist conversations today tend
to be mere arguments over who is right on a
variety of issues …

Variations of
Calvinism vs. variations
of Arminianism.

The “exclusivity of
Christ” vs. universalism
or something in
between.

Ill-defined
“inerrancy” vs. any other way of expressing
biblical inspiration and authority.

Condemnation vs. acceptance of
homosexuals.

Religious freedom vs. special rights and
benefits for Christians.

Traditional vs. contemporary vs. blended
worship

… and so on.
One, especially an outsider, could get the

idea that “true Christians” are defined by
signing the right doctrinal statements, impos-
ing correct theology on others, isolating
themselves from wrong-thinkers and aggres-
sively promoting a political agenda formed
around issues that Jesus never addressed.

For all kinds of Christians, it seems that
too little attention is given to the way Jesus
changes the old into the new.

Perhaps we need more testimonies —
times when we prayerfully consider and
humbly express how our past attitudes and
behaviors have given way to the present,
more Christ-like ways of thinking and being.

But then, first, we might need some
time to let Jesus change our hearts and renew
our minds a good bit.

Sure, theological discourse has its valued
role. Yes, doctrine is important.

But too often we act as if the Kingdom
of God will be ushered in by our skilled,
winning debates.

We give the impression that Christians
are to be known by political platforms, nar-
row creeds and smug self-assurance. But that
is not so according to Scripture.

It is by the way we act differently —
more loving — than before Jesus changed our
hearts. Can I get a witness? BT

P E R S P E C T I V E
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r e a d e r s ’ r e s p o n s e s
Missionary’s name misspelled
EDITOR: I always enjoy reading Baptists
Today and have for several years. My hus-
band and I rush to see who can get to it first
to read through before the other gets it. In
fact, I brought it to work today to read
during my lunch.

I have one correction to note for the
October 2008 issue (“Rome to Rome and
back,” page 32). Roy Starmer and his wife
Lillie Mae were long-time members of our
church, Central Baptist Church, Bearden in
Knoxville Tenn., after their return from the
mission field in Rome, Italy.

His daughter went to school with me at
Carson-Newman College, and Starmer family
members are still in Central Baptist. I
remember visiting with the Starmers at the
Baptist Publishing House in Rome in 1968.

Mr. Starmer’s name is given as “Starner”
in the article. Not a big deal, but names are
important and the Starmers were wonderful
people.

Susan S. Fendley, Knoxville, Tenn.

God is a storyteller
EDITOR: In high school I read The Grapes
Of Wrath — a depressing story about a fam-
ily who leaves the Midwest during the dust
bowl and travels to California, encountering
many trials and tribulations along the way.

The first chapter introduces the land-
scape of the Midwest in the 1930s and the
conditions prevalent during the dust bowl.
The second chapter introduces the Joad fam-
ily who will start the perilous journey down
Route 66 toward the promised land in
California.

But the entire third chapter is devoted to
an excruciatingly detailed description of a tur-
tle’s slow progress up a bank beside the road.

There are a couple of falls and scoots,
after which the turtle starts again. When the
turtle finally makes it to the road atop the
bank, a passing driver deliberately tries to kill
it, managing instead to flip it back to the
bottom of the bank, where it continues on its
way.

What the heck, I thought, does this
turtle have to do with the Joad family?

The next day our teacher introduced us
to the concept of symbolism in literature. She
explained that the turtle’s perilous journey,

facing malevolent forces from both man and
nature, foreshadowed the coming trials the
Joads would encounter on their journey
westward.

I had heard about symbolism before, but
for some reason the idea stuck in my head
this time. Symbolism figured heavily in
understanding the Grapes of Wrath and was
an integral part of many books I have read.

Stories by great writers are not just a
string of events, I learned. They are canvases
on which writers paint layer after layer of
meaning, so that the whole tells a far more
complex and beautiful story than that repre-
sented simply by the words on the page.

After the impression that the turtle
chapter had on my reading of literature, it
may be surprising that I was an adult before
seeing that symbolism is also alive and well in
the Bible.

From the time that God told Satan that
the woman’s seed would “crush [his] head”
(Gen. 3:15), God began weaving the story of
forgiveness.

Jesus was not just the baby in the
manger and the carpenter from Galilee. He
was also the ark of Noah, Isaac on Mt.
Moriah, the manna in the wilderness, the

brazen serpent raised up for healing and the
lamb of Passover.

The men and women whose lives are
portrayed in the Bible made their choices
with no idea that their behaviors would tell a
bigger story. They saw, as we do, through a
glass darkly and did not understand that their
choices, their words, their actions would
converge to tell the story of Christ.

God is too big for our small minds to
comprehend. So God told us stories and gave
us symbols. He is called the Rose of Sharon
and the Lily of the Valley.

Christ said: I am the Bread of Life, the
Water of Life, the True Vine, the Way, the
Truth and the Life.

We live in a time when belief is seen as a
lack of intelligence and the Bible is referred
to as a book of myths. I believe these state-
ments come from people who have never
taken the time to see the recurring threads of
symbolism that make up the story of Christ.

No one on earth could weave so beauti-
ful and intricate a tale. It takes a master
storyteller bigger than us all.

Teresa Buckner, Mars Hill, N.C.
(Buckner is media relations coordinator

at Mars Hill College.)

P E R S P E C T I V E

November 2008 • Baptists Today | 9

By Millard Fuller

Why I read Baptists Today is an easy thing
to explain. The articles are relevant to life
today in the world of Baptists.

Issues are dealt with “head on” —
without political correctness or nuances of
any kind. The publica-
tion is exciting, pure
and simple.

The articles are
pertinent to the life of
Baptist churches in
this country today.
John Pierce and staff
consistently do a good
job of both organizing the articles and pre-
senting them in a very readable fashion. I
also am consistently impressed with his
editorial column.

After I finish reading any particular
issue of Baptists Today, I feel that I am better
informed and more up to date on what is
going on. I feel in touch with things and bet-
ter prepared to understand what the issues
are facing people within the Baptist world.

God bless Baptists Today. May your
tribe steadily increase! BT

—Millard Fuller
Founder, Habitat for Humanity

President, The Fuller Center for Housing
Americus, Ga.

25
YEARS

1983 2008

Why I read Baptists Today
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By Ken Camp
Baptist Standard

ATLANTA (ABP) — Most evangelical
American Christians remained silent about
torture at Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo for
some of the same reasons European Christians
70 years ago largely failed to resist the
Holocaust, ethicist David Gushee told a
national summit on torture.

“The great majority of European
Christians proved to be bystanders, neither
helping the Nazis nor helping the Jews,”
Gushee observed during the National
Religious Summit on Torture, held Sept.
11-12 in Atlanta.

Similarly, evangelical Christians —
particularly white Southern evangelicals —
failed to speak up when it became apparent
American policy to sanction the use of
“enhanced interrogation techniques” — many
of which can be considered torture — to
interrogate suspected terrorists.

Gushee, a Mercer University ethics
professor and president of Evangelicals for
Human Rights, noted when governments
misuse their power to harm people and vio-
late human rights, they hold key advantages
that discourage resistance:

Information. Only a small number of people
within the government know what its policies
are and how they are implemented.

“Even in a society with a free press and a
political opposition, there will always be a time
lag between the development and implementa-
tion of secret government policies and the public
discovery of those policies,” he said. “Thus, any
resistance will always be playing catch-up and
operating on the basis of less-than-complete
information — often information purposefully
distorted by the government.”

In the case of torture, two years passed
between the time secret government interro-
gation policies were developed and abuses at
Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison became public
knowledge.

“Once again, government had a head
start over those who would check its behavior
and has retained an informational advantage
as the Bush Administration has sought to
keep its paper trail as hidden as possible,”
Gushee said.

Summit explores religious responses to torture

Concern about human rights means
biblically grounded compassion for
oppressed people — not a selfish

desire to protect one’s own property or pres-
tige, Baptist ethicist Glen Stassen told summit
participants.

“It has been the defenders of the unjust
status quo and unequal privileges who have
said: ‘Christians should not push for human
rights. Human rights are selfish.’”

“My theme is that human rights are
about caring for those who can be victimized
by the more powerful,” he noted.

Stassen, a professor of Christian ethics
at Fuller Theological Seminary, insisted human
rights are rooted in the Bible and in religious
teaching that predated any Enlightenment
emphasis on possessive individualism.

He urged churches — particularly those
in the free-church Baptist tradition — to
recover their history and reclaim their
heritage.

“Human rights are our baby, coming
from the struggle for the right to religious lib-
erty — well before the Enlightenment,” he
said.

Historically, Richard Overton — an early

Baptist, alongside John Smyth and Thomas
Helwys — articulated a call for human rights
during the free-church struggle for religious
liberty in Puritan England, Stassen noted.

Overton advocated human rights in writ-
ing dating to 1645, drawing support for his
position from the New Testament, natural law
and historical experience.

Overton urged full religious liberty for all
people, economic justice for the poor and
expansion of civil liberties, including “the right
not to be arbitrarily arrested nor forced to
incriminate oneself; the right to speedy trial;
the right to understand the law in one’s own
language; equality before the law; and the
right of prisoners not to be starved, tortured
or extorted,” Stassen noted.

Christians care about human rights
because it is a teaching grounded in the
Gospels. Jesus cared about people, Stassen
insisted.

“He cared for people with so much com-
passion that he confronted the authorities
over the wrongs they were doing,” he said.
“Many people miss this. They think the
authorities were the Romans. But the day-by-
day authorities were the high priests and the

wealthy and the Sadducees, and their some-
what-supporters, the Pharisees and Scribes
who taught and enforced the moral codes.”

Jesus confronted religious authorities
over four types of injustice, Stassen noted:
1. Greed: “Human rights emphasize the posi-

tive right to life as having the basics needed
to pursue a life’s calling.”
2. Exclusion: “Human rights emphasize the

human right to community.”
3. Domination: “Human rights emphasize the

rights to liberty and to the means to check
and balance unjust authority.”
4. Violence: “Human rights emphasize the

right to life.”
“They are not four arbitrary types of

injustice; they are deeply grounded in the
prophetic tradition of God’s own caring for the
powerless and the deprived and the
oppressed,” Stassen added.

“They are based in God’s caring, and in
God’s own realism about who needs standing
up for in a world of greed, oppression, domi-
nation, exclusion, violence — a world of sin.”

Nations are as prone to sin as are individ-
uals, he insisted, and “the temptation to sin is
greater the more powerful you are….” BT

Stassen: Defend rights of oppressed

David Gushee, Distinguished University
Professor of Christian Ethics at Mercer
University, organized the National Summit on
Torture.



Authority. Most ordinary citizens hold the
presupposition “that the government has
both the right and the obligation to
undertake the policies it deems necessary
to protect national security or advance the
common good, and that citizens should
trust government with that power,” he
said.

That tendency proves even stronger
among conservative Christians, who
believe the biblical text in Romans 13
grants the state a God-ordained right to
exercise the power of “the sword.”

“This is related to a broader evangeli-
cal authoritarianism — especially in our
most conservative quarters — that elevates
the role of the man over his family, the
male pastor over his church, the president
over his nation and our nation over the
rest of the world,” Gushee said.

“All of these authorities are viewed as
having been put into place by God and as
answerable primarily or
only to God. The kind of
checks and balances pro-
vided by democratic
constitutionalism, the
wisdom of other nations
and international law are
devalued.”

Intimidation.
Government has the
power to impose high
costs on anyone who
resists its policies.

In the case of evan-
gelicals, critics of the
Bush Administration’s policies on torture
“have been charged with everything from
being soft on terrorism to being closet
leftists to offering shoddy definitions of
torture to being naïve for not realizing
that it is a new kind of war against a new
kind of enemy requiring new kinds of
policies,” Gushee said.

Many evangelicals also fell into the
trap of objectifying Muslims, he added.

“It is clear to me from the nature of
conservative evangelical discourse about
Islam and terrorism that many evangeli-
cals after 9/11 perceived Islam as an
intrinsically dangerous religion and
Muslims as the enemy of both America
and Christianity — as the international
cultural ‘other,’” he said.

People who resist injustice face clear
disadvantages, Gushee noted. Potential

resisters must notice something is wrong
or someone needs help; discern the signifi-
cance of what they notice; and move from
inertia to action. That demands a height-
ened sense of personal responsibility, a
conviction that action will make a differ-
ence, the ability to execute an action plan
and network-building skills to sustain
resistance.

“Despite a biblical record full of the
demand for justice and the affirmation of
human dignity; despite the commitment
to justice and human rights of the Radical
Reformers; despite the 19th-century evan-
gelical reform groups that fought for
abolition, women’s rights and the rights of
workers; despite the Catholic social teach-
ing tradition with its careful theology and
ethic of justice; despite the Christian liber-
ation movements and Civil Rights
Movement anchored in the black church;
and despite the justice witness of many

other faiths, late-20th-century white evan-
gelicals have often acted as if justice and
human rights are strange, alien, irreligious
concepts imported from the Enlighten-
ment,” Gushee said.

Evangelicals — particularly high-
profile leaders — were slow to notice
torture as a moral issue and reticent to
criticize an administration they had
supported, he added.

“If our faith’s leaders can’t figure out
that water-boarding and freezing people to
death is immoral — people who have
been disarmed, deprived of protection
from international law and the U.S.
Constitution, defenseless against their
abusers, made in the image of God, loved
by Jesus Christ and sacred in God’s sight
— we need some new leaders,” Gushee
said. BT
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Varied viewpoints

I n a panel discussion that followed Gushee’s
address, an African-American Protestant, a
Jewish rabbi, a Muslim and a Roman

Catholic offered perspectives from their faith
communities.

American policy carried out in Abu Ghraib
and the prison at the U.S. base in Guantanamo,
Cuba, is consistent with the same attitude that
allowed racism to flourish in the South, said
Lawrence Carter, dean of the Martin Luther King
Jr. International Chapel at Morehouse College.

“Torture is the new lynching,” he said.
Mohammed Elsanousi, director of commu-

nications and community outreach for the
Islamic Society of North America, stressed many
Muslim Americans failed to speak out against
torture out of fear of being associated with
terrorists.

Brian Walt, founding executive director of
Rabbis for Human Rights, underscored Gushee’s
observation about seeing Muslims as “the
other.”

“How we deal with ‘the other’ is the litmus
test for our religious integrity,” he said.

Roman Catholic teaching declares torture
“an intrinsic evil,” said Cathleen Kaveny, profes-
sor of law and theology at the University of
Notre Dame.

“Even so, in the United States, Catholic
voices against torture are far more muted than
they ought to be, and the response of the faithful
has been lukewarm at best,” she said.

Given the Catholic affinity for iconic imagery,
she said the image of the Virgin Mary holding the
baby Jesus has provided a compelling visual for
right-to-life advocates. She suggested a similar
emphasis on the iconic images of Mary on Good
Friday, watching her son being beaten and cruci-
fied, could provide a similar visual expression for
the torture issue. BT

Mohammed Elsanousi of the Islamic Society of
North America speaks during a panel discus-
sion. He is joined by, left to right, Lawrence
Carter, Sr., dean of the Martin Luther King Jr.
International Chapel, Cathleen Kaveny, the John
P. Murphy Foundation Professor of Law and pro-
fessor of the theology at the University of Notre
Dame, and Rabbi Brian Walt, executive director
of Rabbis for Human Rights.
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John Chandler, center, an attorney representing seven men at
Guantanamo, answers a question during a discussion, as panelists
Mark P. Denbeaux, left, professor and director of the Seton Hall
Law School Center for Policy and Research, and Gita Gutierrez, an
attorney for the Center for Constitutional Rights, look on.



By Adelle M. Banks
Religion News Service

ATLANTA — A new poll released in

September finds that nearly six in 10

white Southern evangelicals believe

torture is justified, but their views

can shift when they consider the

Christian principle of the golden rule.

The poll, commissioned by Faith in
Public Life and Mercer University, found
that 57 percent of respondents said torture
can be often or sometimes justified to gain
important information from suspected ter-
rorists. Thirty-eight percent said it was
never or rarely justified.

But when asked if they agree that “the
U.S. government should not use methods
against our enemies that we would not
want used on American soldiers,” the per-
centage who said torture was rarely or
never justified rose to 52 percent.

“Presenting people with this argument
and identifying with the golden rule really
does engage a different part of people’s psy-
che and a part of their heart, their soul,
and really does shift their views on tor-
ture,” said Robert Jones, president of
Public Religion Research, which was
commissioned to conduct the poll.

The findings of this poll, which did
not define torture, compared to a Pew
Research Center poll from February that
found that 48 percent of the general public
think torture can be justified.

The new poll found that 44 percent of
white Southern evangelicals rely on life
experiences and common sense to deter-
mine their views about torture. A lower
percentage, 28 percent, said they relied on
Christian teachings or beliefs.

The poll was released on the seventh
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
and comes after several religious groups
have joined a public campaign to oppose
the use of torture in interrogating suspected
terrorists.

Pollsters also found that 53 percent of

white Southern evangelicals believe the
government uses torture in its anti-
terrorism campaign, despite claims by gov-
ernment officials to the contrary. About
one-third, or 32 percent, said the govern-
ment does not use torture as a matter

of policy.
The telephone poll of 600 white evan-

gelical Christian adults in 14 Southern
states was conducted Aug. 14-22 and has
a margin of error of plus or minus 4.5
percentage points. BT

Poll shows support for torture among
Southern evangelical denominations

By Ken Camp
Baptist Standard

ATLANTA (ABP) — Retired high-ranking
military officers and national security
experts at a national summit on torture
Sept. 11 agreed: A policy that permits
torture does not make the United States
or its troops safer.

Speaking on the seventh anniver-
sary of the worst terrorist attacks in the
United States’ history, Steve Xenakis,
retired brigadier general in the U.S.
Army, disputed the assertion that “9/11
changed everything” — including
acceptable rules for the treatment of
suspected terrorists in custody.

Xenakis, a medical doctor, partici-
pated in the two-day summit on
“Religious Faith, Torture and our National
Soul” held on Mercer University’s
Atlanta campus. Torture, he said, vio-
lates at least four key principles, he
insisted, labeling it as:
• Un-American. George Washington

set the standard during the American
Revolution by insisting on the humane
treatment of prisoners during
wartime.

• Ineffective. Information obtained
through extreme coercive physical
and mental abuse is notoriously
unreliable.

• Unnecessary. Skilled interrogators
know more effective ways to obtain
reliable actionable intelligence.

• Damaging. “The person who is tor-
tured is damaged. But so is the

torturer, the nation and the military,”
Xenakis concluded. Torture creates
“increasing risk of retaliatory meas-
ures” that endangers military
personnel on the front lines.

The conference was co-sponsored
by Mercer and several religious groups
and institutions, including Morehouse
College, the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, Evangelicals for Human
Rights, the National Hispanic Christian
Leadership Conference and the Islamic
Society of North America. BT

Experts: National security not ensured by torture
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By Adelle M. Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON — Heaven is no longer
viewed as an exclusive place by many
Americans, according to a new survey from
Baylor University.

When researchers polled U.S. adults
about who (and how many) will get into
heaven, 54 percent of respondents said at least
half of average Americans will make it
through the Pearly Gates.

More than a quarter of those surveyed —
29 percent — said they had no opinion about
the fate of the average American, a figure that
mirrored those who thought “half or more” of
nonreligious people would make it into
heaven.

Rodney Stark, co-director of Baylor’s
Institute for Studies of Religion in Waco,
Texas, said the findings represent a marked
difference from earlier
studies.

“I think that it’s
really just a ... broaden-
ing because of the
cultural experiences of
diversity,” said Stark,
author of the new book
What Americans Really
Believe, which details the
study’s findings on topics ranging from belief
in guardian angels to the practices of “irreli-
gious” people.

“I know that when we did studies like
this back in the ‘60s, the notion that only
Christians could go to heaven, for example,
was much more extensive than it is now.”

The finding that many aren’t sure about
other people’s eternal destination is particu-
larly meaningful, the scholars said.

“It’s kind of a good, American middle
ground,” said Stark. “Two generations ago, it
would have been ‘definitely not.’”

Researchers found that while 72 percent
of respondents said at least half of Christians
will make it into heaven, the figures were
lower for other faiths: Jews (46 percent),
Buddhists (37 percent) and Muslims
(34 percent).

“I think what you’re seeing is a real level
of religious tolerance,” said Stark. “It’s probably
going to be higher 10 years from now.”

The study, based on data collected last
fall, also revealed that while 11 percent of

the national sample said they had “no reli-
gion,” they may not correctly be termed
“irreligious.”

Researchers found that 20 percent of
those reporting “no religion” said they have
attended church, 56 percent said they had
prayed, and 32 percent said they prayed
“several times a week or more.”

The survey’s findings, like some from a
recent (and larger) Religious Landscape
Survey by the Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life, indicate a variegated religious pic-
ture of the United States that may challenge
popular stereotypes and demonstrate openness
to people of other faiths.

“It’s kind of a complicated landscape,”
said Byron Johnson, co-director of Baylor’s
Institute for Studies of Religion. “It’s much
more complicated than I think people under-
stand.”

Another example of the expanding
image of U.S. religiosity is in findings about
mystical and religious experiences. Researcher
Christopher Bader, for example, was surprised
to learn that 55 percent of respondents said

they had been “protected
from harm by a guardian
angel.”

Though scholars
don’t know if people
were referring to the
actual sighting of an
angel or a lucky near-
miss car accident, they
were struck by the range
of people who acknowledged some experience
of this kind.

“We found it among mainliners, evangel-
icals, black Protestants,” said Bader, director
of the Baylor Surveys of Religion. “We found
it among people who said they had no reli-
gion but called themselves spiritual. It’s one of
those crossover experiences.”

The newest findings are based on a
national sample of 1,648 adults in the fall of
2007. The study’s margin of error is plus or
minus 4 percentage points. The data was col-
lected by the Gallup Organization, and the
research was funded by the John Templeton
Foundation. BT

Study finds heaven’s doors opening a bit wider

Rodney Stark

Christopher Bader

• Widows and widowers are some of the biggest tithers, with 17.6 percent giving 10 percent
or more of their income to the church, compared to 8.6 percent of nonwidowed people.

• People attending large churches (with more than 1,000 in the congregation) are more likely
to tithe, attend worship services weekly and believe that heaven and hell “absolutely” exist.

• Those who attend stricter churches — those tending to differ from secular society on issues
such as abortion and homosexual behavior — are more likely to tithe, attend worship serv-
ices weekly and share their faith with others than attenders of less strict churches. BT

Among other findings, the survey showed that:
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There were a lot of great, fun, meaningful
memories. And there were also some things
that, as time went on, became somewhat of a
struggle for me.

The more the music became something
that was marketable and the record companies
and concert promoters and everyone else were
figuring out ways to finance what they did,
there was an element of that that I was
uncomfortable with. I didn’t like the way it
was expected of you in some ways to market
your personal faith.

On the other hand, an element of that is
going to happen when you take something out
to mass audiences whether it’s books or music
or whatever. There are always folks trying to
find ways to reach the most people. But I
never felt like that should be the end-all.

It was never more important to me to
reach 10,000 people than to do something real
and honest for 25 people or 10 people or to
that one person you want to connect with. It
was a real tightrope, and we did our best. And
I think most of the artists at that time did the
same struggling with some of that.

But by the late ‘70s, I really felt a little
hemmed in by what Christian music had
become. It really had become the new gospel
music. I never saw our group as a gospel
group. We really were kind of pop musicians
who were Christians and wanted to share our
faith through our music in that way.

I had a lot of things I wanted to write —
and feelings and emotions I wanted to express
— that didn’t always jibe with the perception
of what Christian music turned out to be.

In the late ‘70s, I started hearing people
say things like: “Christian music is the only
genre of music defined by its lyrics.” That made
me question the definition [of Christian music].

At what point does your lyric start to
move away from what should be considered
Christian music? Truthfully, I think that was
another example of a marketing perspective —
that if you can define it, then you can sell it.

Christian music, for me, was trying to
share my perspective on life as I was living it
as a Christian person. That meant I was not
always going to write something upbeat or
totally positive. I hinted at that even with the
Pat Terry Group.

The next-to-the-last album we made was
called “Heaven Ain’t All There Is.” That whole
song says that I’m confident I’m going to
heaven because of faith in Christ, but there is a
whole lot more going on down here.

BT: As a kid in the ‘60s, I remember when the
Beatles were on the Ed Sullivan Show. The
message out of many churches back then
was that Jesus is good and popular music is
bad. When your group and others came along
in the ‘70s, it gave Christian young people the
opportunity to embrace both popular music
and faith.

PT: What I always hoped would happen is
that [my music] would challenge them to
think about what they listen to. I always have
listened — and to this day listen — to lots of
music. But I like to think that I listen to it
thoughtfully.

I don’t think that by listening to some-
thing I am saying that I approve of whatever
the artist’s position is on any particular issue.
But I’m interested in what they’ve got to say.
But what do I think of that?

I always hope parents can relate to their
kids on that level — rather than just saying,
“This is wrong; this is evil; don’t listen to this;
only listen to this.”

Frankly, Christian music was not a good
replacement. Parents would love for their kids
to listen to Christian music. But Christian
music was fairly one-dimensional, certainly
not three-dimensional in terms of how it looks
at life.

It is probably better today in that area in
that people are writing about a much bigger
worldview and not afraid to tackle subjects
that I believe are important for young people
to be thinking about.

BT: Do you encounter persons now who
remember you from a particular concert or

still have one of your albums? What kind of
reactions do you still get?

PT: It’s a great thing actually. I get lots of
email from people who run across my web site
and go, “Oh, you still around?” And they do
tell stories about concerts they went to.

I get a lot from people who had one of
my songs sung at their wedding. That’s been a
real thrill.

I got an email recently that went into
great details about that song called “That’s the
Way.” (“With this ring, I thee wed and I give to
you my life …”) The email was from their
daughter who was putting together a retro-
spective video for them.

She told me what her parents had told
her about this song. She sent me a copy of the
video.

It was so moving to feel like something
that I wrote and these people I had never met
had connected in some way and it had become
a part of the soundtrack of their lives together.

For a songwriter it never gets any better
than that. That’s why you write it.

BT: When was the last time the Pat Terry
Group played together?

PT: We did a reunion concert about three
years ago — the first time we’d played since
about 1979. We got back together and did a
benefit for a friend of ours who was having a
heart transplant. We wanted to help raise the
money to help him accomplish that.

I was a little nervous about it really. I’d
not visited Pat Terry Group songs for a long
time.

! TERRY from page 5 Pat Terry Group onstage, 1978
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Sonny, Randy and I — when we first
broke up — had a little bit of a rough spot.
But as time went on, we mended those fences
and we’re good friends now. I see them all the
time.

But we hadn’t played together in a long,
long time. I just didn’t know what that would
feel like.

It actually turned out to be a great experi-
ence. So many people that were fans back in
the ‘70s came out to hear the music.

BT: How would you rate the group’s perform-
ance that night?

PT: To be honest with you, we were better
than we were in the ‘70s. Less hair, but better
players and better sound system.

BT: Tell me how your Nashville songwriting
career developed.

PT: After the Pat Terry Group broke up I
made three solo albums with my friend, Mark
Heard, who was originally from Macon. Mark
and I had been friends for a long time.

At the end of the Pat Terry Group, I was
kind of discouraged and felt like I didn’t have a
contribution to make to the current Christian
music thing anymore. There were things I
wanted to say and do that didn’t fit.

Mark was such encouragement. I credit
him with helping me to not throw in the towel.

I played him a few songs that I’d been
writing. He said: “These are great; you need to
do this.” So over the next three or four years
we co-produced three solo albums for me.

I got a lot of stuff off my chest creatively
through those records. And at the end of that
third one — it almost felt like a trilogy —
then I felt like I was at a point of reinvention
again.

You know, every six or seven years I’ve
reinvented myself. I think it’s necessary. And I
really didn’t want to be out on the road any-
more. I was at a point where I wanted to put
all of my emphasis on writing as opposed to
performing.

So where songwriting happens is in
Nashville — I knew that. I had one or two
friends who lived up there. So I started throw-
ing my guitar in the car and went to Nashville
for a week out of every month from 1986 on
— for 16 or 17 years.

When I got up there I made contact with
a couple of friends who were musicians. I just
wanted to write some songs, hang out up there
and see what’s going on. They very graciously

allowed me into their creative circle. I started
co-writing with them.

I had never co-written before, so that was
a real adventure for me. To sit in a room with
someone and bounce around ideas and create a
shared experience was new to me. But so
much of that goes on in Nashville.

I just dug in. Had I known how difficult
it was going to be, I probably would have
given up. You don’t have any frame of refer-
ence for how hard this is going to be.

There is so much competition. There are
a thousand songwriters in town every day who
are trying to get their songs recorded on the
same project you are trying to get yours on.

It’s just a very difficult process. But I
didn’t understand that — which is probably
good. For me, it was just exciting.

It was creatively liberating. There was no
one saying to me, “Well you can’t do that;
that’s not a Christian song.”

Everybody was just excited about what-
ever kind of song you were writing at the
moment. It was a very encouraging, creative
atmosphere.

The first song that was recorded in the
country field for me was “Lie To Yourself” by
a group called Foster & Lloyd.

I had become friends with Bill Lloyd in
that group, and Bill and I wrote that song. It
ended up on their album.

It takes getting one or two things
recorded like that before publishers in town
and other people start taking notice. Not long
after that I met Travis Tritt.

BT: Also a Cobb County, Ga., boy.

PT: That’s right. At that time, around 1990,
he had just signed his deal with Warner Bros.
Records but had not made his album yet. He
was just beginning to work on it.

I went to hear him play, and he was really
great. I went up afterwards and introduced
myself.

He said, “Pat Terry? You played in my
church.”

I said, “I’m sure I did. I played in a lot of
churches.”

So we got to talking a bit, and he sug-
gested we get together and write a song some-
time. We did and it was a really fun experience.

He was very gracious in the time that he
spent with me doing that. It ended up being
his first number-one record.

That’s really how I kind of broke into
Nashville songwriting.

BT: That song was “Help Me Hold On,” right?

PT: Yes. But it took awhile even with that
kind of success to finally land at a publisher.
Eventually I landed at Murrah Music.

Roger Murrah was a country songwriter
who had a lot of success. He took me under
his wing and taught me a lot about writing
and lyric craft.

So we had a lot of success together during
my time at Murrah.

BT: What songs have been the most success-
ful for you as a writer?

PT: In country music, “Help Me Hold On”
was a number-one song. I wrote a song with
Roger [Murrah] for Tanya Tucker called “It’s a
Little Too Late,” which was a huge hit for her.

I co-wrote a song for Sammy Kershaw
called “National Working Woman’s Holiday,”
which was a number-one record. I’ve had a
variety of different cuts on albums by John
Anderson, Tracy Byrd, Kenny Chesney, The
Oak Ridge Boys …

And, interestingly, two or three of my old
Pat Terry Group-era songs have been recorded
over the last two or three years. The Gaither
Vocal Band cut “Home Where I Belong” not
long ago.

BT: That’s the one B.J. Thomas recorded
earlier?

PT: Right. They did a great job. It was inter-
esting to hear that done in a more modern
setting.

Then Alan Jackson just recorded my wed-
ding song, “That’s the Way.” His wife wrote a
book that comes with a CD with two songs on
it. One is a song Alan wrote for his wife, and
the other is mine.

He sang “That’s the Way” at their wed-
ding many years ago. Recently, he recorded it
to put on this CD.

BT: You mean he sang it to his wife at their
wedding nearly 30 years ago but didn’t record
it until recently? As a songwriter you some-
times have to expect delayed gratification, I
guess.

PT: I’ve got a great story on that. It’s probably
too long, but I think you’ll enjoy it.

I had recently written a song — maybe
I’ll play it for you in a little while because I’m
putting it on my album — and thought it
would be great for Alan Jackson. I called a
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publisher in Nashville that pitches some of my
songs, and they said they’d take it over to
Alan’s people.

That was about four o’clock in the after-
noon when I got off the phone. At 10 o’clock
that night, we’re sitting in the living room
watching TV and the phone rings. It’s a fellow
named Jason Candler.

He said, “Pat, just wanted to let you
know we are in the studio tonight and Alan is
cutting your song.”

That never happens. I went, “Man, you
are kidding. They just sent that over this
afternoon.”

He went, “What?”
I said, “Didn’t the guys over at Murrah

bring you that song this afternoon?”
He said, “No, Alan just brought this in

on his own. I’m not sure where he got it.”
I said, “What’s the name of the song?”

He said, “That’s the Way.”
The coincidence of that happening is just

amazing. I kept arguing with him — “That
can’t be right.”

That is part of the fun of songwriting.
Through the years you write so many songs
and every once in awhile something will hap-
pen with one of them that you would never
expect.

And he did a wonderful job on that song.
It reminded me that it was a better song than I
had remembered it being.

BT: If a painter or brick mason, who happens
to be Christian, works on a house or bank —
rather than just churches — he doesn’t get
criticized for “leaving the ministry.” But if a
Christian musician does something other
than church music, judgment comes down.
How have you responded to those who have
criticized you for your evolving career?

PT: At this point I have kind of quit respond-
ing to that. I’ve gotten a good bit of that
through the years.

To be honest with you, there is a small
group of people still out there who can’t get
over the fact that I write country songs in
addition to gospel songs.

When it first started happening, I kind
of expected it. Even when I was making my
solo albums, I was starting to get resistance.

Those albums caused a stir in more con-
servative circles. People felt like: “This isn’t
Pat Terry music!”

Yes it is; it is just not Pat Terry Group
music. It’s different.

In some ways — probably more so back

then, because as I got older I learned how to
handle it a little better —it was upsetting to
be treated like a black sheep among the peo-
ple you consider to be your family when in
your heart of hearts you honestly don’t feel
like you have done anything to warrant that.

It can be hurtful; it depends on how
people approach you about it. There was a
period toward the latter part of my solo
album period when I never played a concert
without having to spend an hour after the
show sitting there defending myself. It got
old.

But once I got firmly entrenched in
what I was doing in Nashville, I was not as
closely in touch with that realm and so didn’t
get as much of that. And it was a very
encouraging thing when I met so many
Christian writers in Nashville who were not
necessarily gospel music writers.

They wrote country music and pop
music, but they were Christian people. They
were real affirming to me that I wasn’t some-
where way out on a limb. They affirmed
what I already believed: that Christians need

to bloom where they are planted.
I felt it was important for Christian peo-

ple to make a contribution not only in the
church, but also outside the church. That was
something that was very hard to do in the
Christian music industry because it is very
insulated.

But once I got outside of that it was a
whole different set of challenges, but a very
welcome kind of challenge. [I] had to learn to
communicate in a way that was not depend-
ent upon Christian phraseology or buzz
words. [I] had to really connect with people
on a level that transcended some of that.

BT: There does seem to be a double standard
here that is not applied to Christians in other
vocations.

PT: Often people will refer to those in
Christian music as “being in the ministry.”

Ministry just means to serve. But when
you call something “ministry” like that, it
conjures up in people’s minds a certain image
of what you should be about.

Pat Terry Group, 1976. Left to right, Randy Bugg,
Sonny Lallerstedt and Pat Terry.
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The arts are not exactly like preaching or
evangelism. But when you step outside and
say, “Well, I really don’t want to be in min-
istry; I want to be an artist — and a Christian
who is an artist,” the only thing some people
can see is: “Oh, he left the ministry.”

If that’s the way you have to look at it:
OK, I left the ministry. But I didn’t leave my
faith.

I didn’t abandon my faith. I didn’t aban-
don my goals — which have always been to be
creative; to love the Lord with all my heart,
soul and mind; and to do what I do unto him.

But I find value in stuff outside of gospel
music — and I think God does too. And I
want to celebrate that, not hide it.

BT: I recently wrote an editorial about how
many of us embrace the Christian faith but
not the narrow Evangelical subculture that
has emerged by which Christians tend to be
defined. Do you feel that tension?

PT: I really noticed a ramping up in my deal-
ings with people in Nashville on that very
issue. It was a real struggle for me.

I don’t want to disavow my faith, but I
also don’t want to sit there having people
thinking that they can lump me in with all of
this stuff that I find repelling. My wife and I
were just talking about this.

One of my biggest frustrations when I
was in the Pat Terry Group was that when we
played churches — all kinds, Baptist,
Methodist, Pentecostal, Catholic, you name it
— almost 100 percent of the time, when we
showed up, they assumed we were just like
them.

Sometimes it was very uncomfortable. I
would go out of my way because I didn’t want
to feel like a faker.

BT: You grew up in a Baptist church?

PT: Yes, I grew up in a Baptist church and my
theology was always fairly conservative. By
today’s standard, I’m a moderate — or some
would think liberal.

BT: Getting back to your music career, who
has inspired you?

PT: A fellow named John Austin, who’s been
making records a long time. I became aware of
him because Mark Heard produced his first
album. I’ve been really impressed.

We’ve gotten to know each other a little
bit this past year. He sings on my new album.

John is a really, really talented guy. He writes
amazingly and is a great singer, performer.

And there are people I don’t know but
admire. Matthew Perryman Jones is a
Nashville-based singer-songwriter. Everything
I’ve heard is great.

He is a really creative person and, from
what I can tell, writes out of a Christian faith.
But he is not a “Christian music” artist at all.
He’s a pop writer who does great things.

Pierce Pettis is someone I love and have
for years. I’ve known Pierce for a long time.
He is one of the best writers-performers going
— and writes with real substance.

I’ve already mentioned Mark Heard, who
was such a mentor for me. Even though he
passed away in ’92 or something, I always
mention him because I think people need to
hear his music.

His last three albums, I think he felt,
were more definitive of what he really wanted
to say and do. Mark influenced a lot of people,
with Pierce being one of them. He set a really
high standard for honesty in his writing and
challenged people to do that.

Another person who had a very good fol-
lowing in one realm was a friend of mine
named Randy VanWarmer, who passed away
two years ago from leukemia. Randy was a
great writer who I co-wrote with for a long
time in Nashville.

He had the hit, “Just When I Needed You
Most.” He was very encouraging to me about
writing in my own voice. That is something
that is easily lost when you are writing in
Nashville for mainstream country or even the
pop music industry.

Because publishers and producers all want
something different — but they want it to
sound the same — you get a lot of pressure to
pull in your vernacular, to use your language
so it fits with whatever the music market is at
the time.

BT: That can stifle creativity …

PT: It absolutely can. Then to find your voice
in the midst of that can be challenging. You
can do it; it is done.

I like to think I’ve done it to some extent.
Randy (VanWarmer) always encouraged me:
“Don’t ever write away from your voice. Don’t
do something that just sounds like the radio.”

BT: What is a good song?

PT: Good question. I think a good song is one
that comes from some place real. The writer

may not have always lived it, but he under-
stands it. There is an emotional truth that
rings through it.

Those kinds of songs can become a part
of people’s lives. To me, the joy of songwriting
is that you can create something that becomes
part of the soundtrack of someone’s life.

We all have experiences that we can con-
nect with music. Like, “I remember where I
was when I first heard that song,” or “My wife
and I were on our first date when we heard
that.”

Real songs form that kind of background
for people. The stuff that is calculated can be
popular for a while, but it doesn’t resonate deep
enough to really hang in there in that way.

BT: You built a studio here in Smyrna (Ga.)
and have never moved to Nashville full time.
What is the tug of home?

PT: I live in the same neighborhood where I
grew up — two streets over. Our family was
very deeply rooted in the community.

My great-grandmother and great-grand-
father were charter members of the First
Baptist Church of Smyrna. Their names are
on the stained-glass windows.

All my childhood memories are here. The
things that connect me to my writing are still
here.

I read somewhere — and wish I could
remember who said it — that if you are going
to be a writer, you will have everything you
need by the time you’re seven or eight years
old. When I look at my writing, so much of
my childhood is there.

All the values my folks taught me are
there. So I feel really connected here.

When I went to Nashville, everyone said
if you’re going to have any success you’re going
to have to move here. And if a young writer
asks me today: “Do I need to move to
Nashville?” — I generally say yes you do.

It is such an immersive experience. If you
don’t live there it is very difficult, but not
impossible.

But, for me, I felt like because I lived out-
side of Nashville, I brought something fresh to
the table every time I came. The writers up
there are constantly struggling with trying to
do something fresh, something different.

Whenever I came to town, the encourage-
ment I got from publishers was, “Oh man,
your stuff sounds different.” I’m not sure that
is always a compliment. But I think it has
helped my songs to be heard.



So that’s why I stay here. But, at this
point in time I would probably be smart to be
living in Nashville. But I still love my home-
town.

BT: You mentioned Baylor University earlier. I
did some writing several years ago on the
spiritual influence of the youth revival move-
ment that came out of Baylor in the ‘40s and
spread across the South.

The impact of that movement on a gener-
ation of students has some parallels to what
the Pat Terry Group did in the ‘70s. You
amassed quite a following of young people as
well who attended your concerts and bought
your records. Being so young yourself, how
did you handle that kind of attention?

PT: At the time I didn’t recognize it as such.
The atmosphere was one of such zeal to be
sharing my faith that people’s response to it
just encouraged me to do it more.

You could always justify the attention you
got by how God was using you. That’s the way
we looked at it.

As time went on and as I started dealing
with some issues in my life — my perspective
on spirituality and what that meant to me — I
recognized some ego in my life that had noth-
ing spiritual about it.

It takes a certain amount of ego to stand
up in front of a crowd and think someone
wants to hear what you have to say. Some of
the artists I’ve met through the years have big-
ger egos than anyone I’ve ever met in my life.

That’s part of their success. They believe
so much that they have something important
to say.

I reached a point where I didn’t know if
what I had to say was particularly important.
But I worked out my life through my writing.
So I didn’t have a choice to quit.

I just needed to get things in perspective.
The thing that helped me turn the corner was
when it became apparent to me — at the end
of the Pat Terry Group — that we could quit
tomorrow and in just six months not exist at
all.

There is always someone waiting in the
wings who would love to have a record deal
and go out and play for audiences.

BT: From the time you started the Pat Terry
Group until the time you finished, a lot of
other Christian musicians came on the scene.

PT: Right. And it became clear to me that
God didn’t really need me to do what he did.

I’m grateful if anything I ever write or do
is somehow used in someone’s life for their
spiritual benefit — and I pray that can hap-
pen. But I write because I have to.

It’s what I do; it’s what I am. I’m a writer.
Someone criticized me one time for

“choosing to do what you do for the money.”

BT: Like no one has ever worked for money
before.

PT: Right. And the funny thing is that in the
music business it is so hard to make money.

For most writers, money is what you need
to live but you are not writing for money. It’s
just what you do.

BT: If it is not too personal of a question, how
has your faith evolved over the years?

PT: Well, I think of myself as an evangelical in
the sense that I still firmly believe, as I did
when I was younger, that people need to come
to Christ and be redeemed and forgiven. But I
don’t relate to the evangelical community too
much anymore.

I generally worship in an Episcopal church.
I have some questions theologically in some
areas there and have not joined an Episcopal
church. But I always worship there because it is
a genuinely worshipful experience for me.

… In today’s more contemporary services,
things seem calculated to reach an unchurched
crowd. I don’t connect to that at all.

To some people, that may sound strange
coming from me. I came from an era where
we were trying to bring elements of that into
church worship.

But as I got older, that stopped resonating
with me. The thing I appreciate about liturgi-
cal worship is, first, the history behind it and
also the fact that believers over thousands of
years have worshipped that way.

That just means something to me. I feel
like I’m connected to clouds of witnesses.

BT: Pat, you do see the irony here don’t you?
You helped start the kind of music that you are
now saying doesn’t meet your spiritual needs.

PT: Yeah, there is an irony. And it’s difficult
for me to talk about because it has been such
an evolving thing for me personally.

I don’t know how to begin to tell some-
one how I came from there to here, really.
That is just something on a personal level.

I don’t relate much to “worship music” as
a genre. Because I think I recognize in it what

I saw in the early stages of contemporary
Christian music — where things all got boiled
down to marketing terms.

I’m thinking to myself: “You’re going to
market worship? I don’t understand how you
do that.”

Actually, I think the term worship has
taken on a whole different kind of meaning
that — at least from my personal experience
— doesn’t have much in common with what I
think of when I think of worship.

That’s not to say that artists who are pur-
suing that are not doing something vital or
good — something that helps especially
younger believers to make a connection for
their personal faith.

I try to be careful not to criticize things
that I may not always understand. But that
just bothers me. I would rather see a Christian
person do a really honest rock song than a
trumped-up worship song.

BT: I‘ve heard it said that the best spiritual
journey is to be raised in a Baptist church and
learn the Bible and then go to an Episcopal
church to learn to worship. But I have to say
that some Baptist churches are doing worship
well now — even in the liturgical tradition.

PT: A part of my problem is that my wife and
I don’t know where we fit. Because of the path
that I have chosen, I’ve felt pretty much on the
outside of the evangelical Christian commu-
nity for a long time.

I don’t feel connected. And when I’ve
gone into some of those services, I don’t feel
like it’s me anymore.

But as a result of coming up in a Baptist
background, I haven’t really known where I fit.
That’s a challenge.

BT: You would be surprised at how many of
our readers will understand and perhaps even
relate to that. Thanks for sharing so openly.
Perhaps we should eat the cake your wife
brought over.

PT: OK. Would you like to hear a song or two
that I’ve been recording?

BT: Uh, huh (with mouthful of pound cake).

From Pat’s soundboard: “In that dark swift
river called love, down on the bottom so deep
and cold, There lies a healing stone, worn
smooth from the water’s flow. It’s a beautiful
thing to behold … God even gave it a name,
forgiveness … forgiveness.” BT
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Hope
Hebrews 6:13-20

Sometimes a person’s reputation outgrows real-
ity. I’m a fan of old westerns, but I doubt that
Wild Bill Hickock, Wyatt Earp or Billy the Kid
were as brave, fearless or evil (depending on the
color of the hat, I suppose) as legend has made
them out to be. What’s true of the Old West is
just as true of scripture.

For example, we talk about the patience of
Job. But read his story. You may find Job faith-
ful, which is hard enough for us to understand
given the tragic circumstances of his life, but
patient? After being admonished by God, who
speaks out of the whirlwind — “Who is this
that darkens counsel by words without knowl-
edge? Gird up your loins like a man, I will
question you, and you shall declare to me”
(38:2-3) — Job admits: “I have uttered what I
did not understand, things too wonderful for
me, which I did not know” (42:3).

We talk about the wisdom of Solomon,
but even if that had been true early in his reign
as king of Israel, his wisdom eventually was
overcome by selfishness, greed, and a lust for
power and foreign gods — not to mention
women (1 Kgs. 11:9). Though his reputation of
being wise went with him to his grave (11:31),
it was not a smooth road for the king, and it
made an even more difficult path for his sons as
his royal successors.

But if there is one biblical personage who
well earned his reputation, and deserved notori-
ety for his faithfulness and loyalty to God, it is

Abraham. The writer of the Letter to the
Hebrews certainly took note: “And thus
Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained
the promise” (6:15).

As we begin Advent, and focus on the
themes of the season, at least a couple of things
need to be noted in this passage. First, the
writer of Hebrews provides us an excellent defi-
nition of hope: “patiently endured.” If you have
experienced the death or departure of a spouse
… if you have ever lost your job through no
decision of your own … if you have undergone
chemotherapy or watched your child take his or
her last breath … and if you have kept your
faith in God and held onto your desire to be a
person “worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Phil.
1:27), then you have patiently endured. You
cannot endure such things, patiently or other-
wise, if hope is not in the foundation of your
being.

Secondly, the writer to the Hebrews
admits that humans have a natural need to
“swear by someone greater than themselves”
(6:16). He seems to be admitting that when it
comes to a life well lived, when it comes to the
journey of faith, we can’t help but look for
inspiration in someone we consider to be our
hero. Other than Christ, who better than
Abraham?

It’s an interesting dichotomy. Hope is
never past tense, yet it is built on the shoulders
of those who have come before us and what has
already occurred. That is why one of our
greatest examples of hope, namely Abraham,
is one who had evidenced such hope (patient
endurance, remember) in his life many cen-
turies ago. To have a forward look, which is the
nature of hope, we must take a peek over our
shoulder and see who has come before us set-
ting an example of hope. Tracing our own
pilgrimages of life, sometimes filled with pain,
can provide a framework for our hope. Seeing
how we have patiently endured leads us to an
Advent kind of hope.

In a piece written for The Christian
Century (Dec. 28, 2004), Miroslav Volf of Yale

Divinity School talks about Jurgen Moltmann’s
classic book, Theology of Hope, first published
in English in 1967. He shows how Moltmann
drew the distinction between optimism and
hope. “Optimism is based on the possibilities
of things as they have come to be,” Volf says.
“Hope is based on the possibilities of God irre-
spective of how things are. Hope can spring up
even in the valley of the shadow of death;
indeed, it is there that is becomes truly manifest
… hope is based on God’s coming into the
darkness to dispel it with divine light.”

I have a friend who is a modern-day Job.
He and his wife lost a baby, a twin, a few days
after she was born. Then, the surviving twin
died years later while in college. Not long after,
my friend’s wife died. Several years after that,
his lone surviving child, another daughter, died
of breast cancer, as did her mother. Having
gone through the valley of the shadow of death
time after painful time, my friend still ascends
into his pulpit every Sunday and provides his
congregation a well-crafted, thoughtful, prayed-
over sermon. He is even more faithful the other
days of the week. He is a living, breathing,
walking definition of true hope.

“We have this hope,” says the writer of
Hebrews, “a sure and steadfast anchor of the
soul.” It comes to us as a gift from the God
who will help us patiently endure.

Teaching exercise: Ask for volunteers to share
personal stories that illustrate “hope is based on
the possibilities of God irrespective of how things
are.”

Dec. 7, 2008

Peace
Romans 12:14-21

We’ve all heard of paradigms, and should be
aware of the definition of a paradigm shift. A
paradigm is a way of looking at things. But
even more, this way of looking at things is
foundational to who you are, what you believe
and how you behave. Therefore, when your

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship provides these Bible study resources to church leaders
through this supplement to Baptists Today. For more information on how CBF is “serving Christians and
churches as they discover their God-given mission,” visit www.thefellowship.info or call 1-800-352-8741.

Formations Commentary
LESSONS FOR:
Sunday, Nov. 30-
Dec. 28, 2008

Written by Randy Hyde,
pastor of Pulaski Heights
Baptist Church, Little Rock,
Ark.

Bible Study resources for the adult Formations lessons available from Smyth & Helwys Publishing (www.helwys.com)

2008



20 | Baptists Today • November 2008

paradigm shifts, some real and significant
changes take place in your life. The earth
beneath you begins to rumble just a bit.
Attitudes change; behaviors are rearranged. To a
real extent, your world is turned upside down.

For a person of faith, the desire to give
one’s self to Christ is the greatest paradigm shift
there is, for it has eternal implications. And
even though the word paradigm comes from
the Greek (para, meaning “to,” and digma,
meaning “show”), I could not find one use of
the word in the Bible. However, paradigms are
evident throughout scripture.

Lately I have come to understand that, if it
hasn’t come to me in the form of a paradigm
shift, it’s awfully close. I can thank Paul and his
letter to the church in Rome for this newfound
realization. For lack of a better way of putting
it, I have come to understand it as counter
intuition.

Over the years I’ve trained myself to follow
my first instinct. Generally, it serves me quite
well, and seems to work when I’m meeting
someone for the first time or when playing
Trivial Pursuit. It can also come in handy on
the golf course when I’m trying to decide
between a six iron or a seven. For the most
part, this paradigm has served me well. But
thanks to Paul and his Roman letter, I have
been rethinking it.

The church at Rome was finding it hard to
get along, especially in the face of persecution.
They were turning their problems inward and
starting to gnaw at each other … lines drawn,
feelings hurt, relationships unraveling.

So, in a real paradigm shift, Paul encour-
ages — though it comes across as more of a
command — his Christian friends in Rome to
start thinking counter intuitively. “Bless those
who persecute you,” he says.” “Do not repay
anyone evil for evil.” “If your enemies are hun-
gry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink… Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.”

In other words, when your first instinct
tells you to behave one way (usually in self
defense), instead react in the opposite manner
… blessing for persecution, good for evil, kind-
ness for violence. Come to think of it, that
sounds much like the one to whom Paul had
yielded his life. “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do,” not to mention what
Jesus had to say in the beatitudes and the
lessons he taught in his parables.

Our grandsons live in Macon, Ga. As you
can imagine, my wife Janet and I know every
crack in the road between Little Rock and
Macon. Regrettably, when we make this

10-hour journey we have to share the road with
some very large trucks. I have noticed that one
company has chosen to make a statement since
9/11. Its trucks bear signs that read, “No aid or
comfort to the enemy.” That company has not
learned to think counter intuitively. Instead of
calling its 800 number to editorialize on “how
we are driving,” I’m tempted to call and quote
from Romans 12. “If your enemies are hungry,”
Paul told the Roman Christians, “feed them; if
they are thirsty, give them something to drink.”

Paul’s encouragement/command was not
practical in the Roman world. Rome kept the
peace through forced domination. Pax Romana,
the officials called it, forced people to bow
down to Caesar as if he were some kind of god.
“Caesar is Lord!” was the prevailing cry of the
day, and if you didn’t join the chorus you knew
what the punishment would be. Stormtroopers
were everywhere enforcing the “peace” that
came by means of an iron fist. “No aid or com-
fort to the enemy” … that was the rule of the
day on every side. Suddenly, the encouragement
of Paul became an incitement to revolution.

True peace is revolutionary, not to men-
tion counter intuitive. Come to think of it, the
realities of the Advent season fit that same
category.

Discuss: What kind of peace do you seek in
this season? In what situations have you acted
counter intuitively or witnessed such behavior in
others? Has this contributed to the kind of peace
defined by scripture? How can you act counter
intuitively in this Advent season?

Dec. 14, 2008

Joy
James 1:2-8

I’ve never been a fan of James, the letter found
in the New Testament, the one after Hebrews
and just before the epistles attributed to Peter.
It’s not because of Martin Luther who called it
“a right strawy epistle.” Luther didn’t like it
because he thought James valued works over
faith, and Luther was BIG on faith … sola! But
Luther hasn’t had any influence on me in that
regard. As far as that issue is concerned, I
happen to think James is right.

My feelings have to do with the fact that
everything seems to be a bit too concrete to
James, too black-and-white, too either/or. He
leaves no room for ambivalence — and my life
is filled with ambivalence.

James is not a fun read. He seems to be
looking down on his readers, letting them know

that if they don’t know what’s good for them,
he does. He is full of advice and also tosses in a
lot of warnings about bad behavior, telling his
readers to curb their tongues and to straighten
up. The letter reeks with condescension, or so
it seems.

James tells his congregation(s) — and
most biblical commentators believe this letter
was first constructed in the form of a sermon
— to ask for wisdom. But they are to ask in
faith, “never doubting, for the one who doubts
is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by
the wind; for the doubter, being double-minded
and unstable in every way, must not expect to
receive anything from the Lord” (1:6-8).

It is commonly thought that James was
writing to Christians who had been scattered by
the Diaspora. They found themselves every day
dealing with persecution at the worst and suspi-
cion at the least. We American Christians, who
are in the cultural majority, cannot relate to the
way of life endured by those first-century folk
who had given themselves to the Nazarene, nor
can we understand what it must have been like
to live in constant fear. In that light, perhaps it
is easier for us to see how their existence didn’t
allow for much ambivalence. And James knew
it. Why? Because he lived it as well.

So life for these scattered and abused
followers of Jesus left little if any room for
extraneous issues. That may be why James
gets to the point so quickly and so firmly.
Difficulties, especially daily difficulties,
will cause you to focus on the essentials. And
it certainly doesn’t leave much room for
ambivalence.

Fred Craddock* tells the story of a mis-
sionary family that had been in China for a
number of years. When the communists took
over, the family members were placed under
house arrest. Then suddenly, one day some
soldiers came and said, “You can return to
America” and then, “You can take two hundred
pounds with you.” An argument began between
the two children and their parents: Must have
this vase. Well, this is a new typewriter. What
about my books? They weighed everything, and
then reduced the load until finally they arrived
at the goal of two hundred pounds. The sol-
diers asked, “Ready to go?” “Yes.” “Did you
weigh everything?” “Yes.” “You weighed the
kids?” “No, we didn’t.” “Weigh the kids.” And
in a moment, typewriter and vase and all
became trash.

Perhaps the best gift you can give yourself
this Advent and Christmas season is a set of
scales. On them place those things you think
are most important and then start weighing. If
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you had to escape quickly, never to return, what
would you take with you? Let that thought sift
down into your heart and mind. When all is
said and done, don’t forget to include joy in
your personal inventory of precious things. Be
sure to take it with you; you’ll need it for the
journey.

Discuss: What do you value most? If you
were in the position of those missionaries, what
would you have done?

*Retold by Michael A. Turner, “Repent!” Pulpit
Resource, October-December 2007, p. 52.

Dec. 21, 2008

Love
1 John 4:7-12

It was December 1979, and we were living in
Nashville where I served as pastor of a small
church and was involved in my doctoral studies
at Vanderbilt Divinity School. About two weeks
before Christmas we received word that my
wife’s father had had a heart attack and would
require by-pass surgery. Janet packed as quickly
as possible, and she and our son Tim, who was
just about to turn two years old, headed for
Memphis where the surgery would take place.
Our daughter Emily was in the first grade, and
stayed in Nashville with me so she that could
continue with school.

The Sunday evening before Christmas our
church completed its final worship service
before the holiday, and Emily and I headed for
my hometown of Paragould, Ark. Janet’s father
had successfully come through his surgery a lit-
tle more than a week before, and Janet and Tim
were now at my parents’ home, our rendezvous
point.

We had two cars at the time, a 1973
Oldsmobile that was beginning to show its age
and a 1967 Volkswagen Beetle with an over-
hauled engine. I was hesitant to put the
Oldsmobile on the sparsely-populated driving
route between Nashville and northeast
Arkansas, so I loaded the Bug with gifts on the
inside and our luggage up on top.

It was raining hard that night — another
reason not to take the Olds. (The roof leaked
badly.) And while that little VW air-cooled
engine ran like a top, the only way I could get
the windshield wipers to work was by wiring
them directly to the fuse box by means of an
electrical wire and alligator clip. The defrost
system was composed of paper towels, good for
wiping accumulated frost off the windshield.

Fortunately, in a Volkswagen the windshield
isn’t very far away, so I was able to manage that
procedure without too much trouble.

Thinking back on it, it probably would
have been wise for us to get a good night’s
sleep, get up the next morning and then drive
to Arkansas. But Emily and I had not seen
Janet and Tim for two weeks, and we were anx-
ious to be reunited with our family. I drove
through the deep darkness of that December
night with the rain pelting our little car, won-
dering all the while which swish would be the
last swish. What normally would have been
about a five-hour drive turned into six-and-a-
half. But I drove with the assurance that my
parents would have a big fire going in their
Arkansas stone fireplace, my wife and son
would be there with them, and when we finally
arrived we would be greeted with the warmth
and affection of our family. That lonely, dark,
cold, rainy Christmas night in 1979 would
finally find us coming home to love.

Poet Robert Frost said that home is where,
when you go there, they have to take you in.
Frost was a New Englander, and maybe that’s
the way it is up north. But where I come from,
home is where they want to take you in. Home
is where love is.

It begs the question: Why did God leave
home and go to a strange and hostile place,
embodied in a child whose immediate prospects
included an inhospitable feeding trough and a
vengeful king? If the people to whom John is
writing his epistle want to know what he means
by love, when he tells them they are to love one
another, he frames it with this thought: “In this
is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins” (4:10).

Exile is a central theme of Advent, and is
not a foreign thought to John’s readers.
Considered by the “mainstream” as dangerous
revolutionaries, they find themselves living daily
with persecution and the suspicion that comes
from being religiously different. It’s easy to
turn, even on one another, in times like that.
John is trying to instill in them a sense of per-
spective. “Beloved (note the affectionate tone),
since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another” (4:11). How? “If we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us” (4:12).

In a little more than two days Christmas
Eve will arrive, and a quietness will overtake
our busy holiday activities. It will be time to
stop and reflect, to think and to pray. Why?
Because relationships mean more than parties,
and time with family is greater than holiday

cheer. It will be time to come home to love and
the greatest relationship of all.

Teaching exercise: Ask for volunteers to share
stories of meaningful relationships that illustrate
God’s love.

Dec. 28, 2008

Faith
Hebrews 11:1-7

Do you remember Al McGuire? If you’re a
diehard college basketball fan, as I am, you do.
McGuire coached the Marquette Warriors, and
after leading them to an NCAA championship
in 1977, retired from coaching to sit in the
announcing booth. It is there that he was truly
introduced to the sports world. As an analyst
for CBS Sports, he offered insights that were
quite remarkable and unique.

McGuire often mused about things that
had nothing to do with basketball. For exam-
ple, he wanted to know why kamikaze pilots
wore helmets. He offered some other nuggets:
When you bring flowers to your wife and say
there’s no reason, there’s a reason. The guy who
wears galoshes to work never misses a coffee
break. If someone offers to double your money,
walk away; if the same person offers to make
you 20 percent, hear him out.

One basketball insight I remember was
that near the end of a close game, McGuire
could predict quite accurately which team
would win by pointing out the players who
were the most fatigued. Generally, the ones
with the most strength and stamina, the better
conditioning, would come out on top. How
could he tell which players had used up all their
energy? They were the ones bending over and
tugging at the bottom of their shorts, trying to
regain their breath. (Remember, this was in the
day when players didn’t wear “shorts” that went
almost down to their ankles!) McGuire pointed
out that if a player was holding the bottom of
his shorts, he was fatigued and might not be
able to perform at the same level as he had been
doing prior to that time. Generally, that player
would lose. McGuire knew that fatigue can be a
powerful factor when it comes to winning or
losing.

The same is true about life in general and
about following Jesus in particular. Sometimes,
when it comes to our faith, we find ourselves
pulling at our shorts. We’re fatigued, bone tired,
and we can’t help but wonder if we’re going to
make it.

The people to whom the writer of
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Hebrews is corresponding are pulling at their
shorts. They’re tired, to the point they’re almost
ready to give up. Persecution is a constant, daily
grind against which they must contend. They
feel they are in the minority. It’s hard to see the
big, eternal picture when current reality is beat-
ing against your door like a landlord looking
for the last six months’ rent.

As a pastor I have been engaged in my
share of bedside conversations with a parish-
ioner who has been fighting a long and
courageous battle with a terminal disease.
There comes a point when the obvious is …
well … obvious, and my friend is ready to give
up. In our conversation we will talk of that per-
son’s life. Inevitably, confessions will be made in
regard to shortcomings. But after all is said and
done, I usually will hear something like this:
“I’m ready. It is so hard to fight it, and I’m now
ready to go and be with God.”

These encounters always fill my heart with
mixed emotions. On one hand, I sense the res-
ignation in the voice. On the other, what I hear
is less resignation than faith — real, honest-to-
goodness, bare-boned faith — and I realize I
am in the presence of God. It becomes indeed a
holy moment.

When people are dying, even people of
faith, they want to know they are not alone. It

is the same with those to whom the writer of
Hebrews is conveying his message. So, he cites
examples of those who have come before, and
who have provided a living witness to the kind
of faith that endures in the face of mortal
fatigue. He calls names, names of people whose
stories are told in the Hebrew scriptures. Look
at his lineup of heroes: Abel, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, David, Samuel, the prophets … those
who understood the definition of faith as “the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen” (11:1). “Therefore, lift your
drooping hands,” he says to his fatigued
friends, “and strengthen your weak knees, and
make straight paths for your feet …” (12:12). If
I may paraphrase: “Stand up straight and quit
pulling on your shorts.”

You are not alone, the writer of Hebrews
says. You are in the company of the committed,
and that includes those who have walked the
journey of life and faith before you, and have
given you an example of what it means to yield
one’s life solely to God.

Growing up, I lived on a gravel road a cou-
ple of miles outside my small hometown. In the
dog days of summer, when rain was hard to
come by and you could see the humidity hang-
ing heavily in the air, an occasional automobile

would come rumbling down the road. Behind
it, a long trail of dust would follow. For some
reason, I would often watch as the dust slowly
settled back down, coating everything in its
path. Then, another car would come along, and
the dust found another opportunity to be
stirred up.

Over the years the memory of that has
become a symbol for me of the book of
Hebrews. I can envision a long line of saints,
from Abraham to Amos, from Moses to
Malachi — not to mention Jesus, “the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith” — rumbling along,
doing simply, yet with great heroism, what they
felt God had asked them to do. And then you
see it: the dust that trails behind them, the evi-
dence of their great faith. They walked that
difficult and dusty road of faith for you and
me, giving us the encouragement that we do
not live, and we do not die, alone. Will we keep
that legacy alive?

Teaching exercise: Ask for volunteers to pro-
vide the names of their heroes in the faith, those
who personally influenced their lives. Write the
names on a board and ask them to give thanks
for the heroes. If you use a chalkboard, erase the
names and stamp the chalk dust in their hands
as a symbol of the influence of these saints BT
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F or many churchgoers, Advent consists
mainly of four Sundays that function like
four commas between Thanksgiving and

Christmas. Yet, making more room for silence
amidst the wordiness of our lives is the ancient
call of the Advent season. For more than a
dozen centuries Advent has been observed as a
season of prayer and repentance to prepare for
the coming Christ. Each year this invitation is
extended: Stop speaking and start listening so
that you might attend to the Holy and com-
mune with the Divine.

As a Baptist, I grew up praying mostly
with words: listening to the words adults and
ministers spoke on behalf of the people, saying
my prayers either aloud or in my mind, and
singing prayers in worship. As a teenager, I
heard my youth minister encourage prayerful
listening and prayer as conversation. But still
the emphasis was on hearing the words of God
spoken to me.

I tried meditation for a few weeks in semi-
nary. Richard Foster’s urging in Celebration of
Discipline convinced me to sit cross-legged and
breathe deeply. But I wasn’t ready. It was a
failed experiment. Following seminary I moved
into the role of minister and offered public
prayers filled with words, evoking images,
soothing pain, seeking presence and comfort,
often focused on feelings and griefs. 

Eventually words became inadequate vehi-
cles of prayer for me. For a time, guided images
provided the sustaining nourishment for my
soul. But even they wore thin. I was writing
every few days in my journal that I needed to
“get centered.” I was distracted, anxious and
unsettled as one vocational season in my life
was coming to a close. One afternoon I stum-
bled across a brochure about centering prayer. I
tried it the next morning for the suggested 20
minutes. A new season began.

Centering prayer moves beyond communi-
cation with God to a profound and silent

communion with God. According to Trappist
monk and priest, Thomas Keating, who has
practiced and taught this prayer for more than
three decades, it is a daily practice of 20 min-
utes of silent attention to the Holy. It goes
beyond words, feelings, speaking or even listen-
ing. It is a kind of deep intention to be present
to God and to become aware of the profound
silence of God’s presence upholding our very
being. 

I had been practicing centering prayer
daily for more than five years when I suddenly
was no longer able to pray in this way. The sea-
son changed again. It turns out that pregnancy
and total stillness and quiet did not resonate in
my body. I had to return for a time to journal-
ing and praying the Psalms. 

The call and the gift of centering prayer,
like all disciplines of the heart, come and go
with the seasons of our lives. Richard Foster
helped me to understand the beauty of spiritual

disciplines to free the soul, not to become legal-
istic or dogmatic demands inducing guilt and
angst. When spiritual practices no longer nour-
ish, but deplete, the season may be changing.
Some times of life may even be completely
empty of prayer, requiring the prayers of others
to uphold us.

Centering prayer has changed me.
Sometimes the 20 minutes hold a profound
moment of God’s presence in sheer stillness and
silence. Other times I struggle when my inner
voice and feelings will not settle. Either way, the
task is neither to talk nor to listen, but to return
ever so gently to a sacred word. The act of let-
ting go and detaching from whatever comes
into my senses prepares me the other 23 hours
of a day to receive the presence of the Divine.

Maggie Ross says about entering into
silent prayer: “We are what we adore. It is the
quality of our core silence — or lack of it —
that determines how we behave, what we com-
mit ourselves to, and who we become. If we
lose silence, we lose our humanity” (Weavings,
March/April 2008, 14). 

Sometimes you can’t know if you are
called to a new practice until you try it. Try it
once. If it compels you, try again. Read a book
about it. Talk to a friend. Attend a workshop
or retreat. Visit a website. Invite a few others to
join you in the practice. If you keep finding
nourishment in this prayer, then try it for a
week, or better yet follow the 21-day rule and
see if it sticks as a more stable discipline. 

In many churches the ancient wisdom of
Advent has not yet come to bear on public
moments of praying. Those times have been
reduced to naming those who are ill in the
community and a minister speaking a few
words. This Advent, hear again this invitation:
Stop speaking and start listening so that you
might attend to the Holy and commune with
the Divine. Anchor your prayers in silence and
await the coming of Christ. BT
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St. Charles Avenue Baptist Church (www.scabc.org)
in New Orleans, La., is seeking a senior pastor. 
A seminary or divinity school degree and pastoral
experience, as well as excellence in preaching, are
required. St. Charles is a 110-year-old church with
about 120 active members and is located at the
corner of St. Charles Avenue and Broadway in the
historic Uptown area, only blocks away from the
Tulane and Loyola university campuses. St.
Charles is affiliated with the CBF and Alliance of
Baptists and has long supported women in min-
istry. We have a traditional worship style and an
excellent choir and music program. Post-Katrina
New Orleans is an exciting and active community
with many opportunities for growth and change.
Send résumés and sermon CDs to: Pastor Search
Committee, St. Charles Avenue Baptist Church,
7100 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, LA 70118.

North Riverside Baptist Church, Newport News,
Va., located in an established area of the city that
is changing in demographics with a major univer-
sity a few blocks away, is seeking a pastor. We
are a moderate Baptist church affiliated with CBF,
BGAV, BWA and SBC. We are a welcoming and
loving church working to meet the spiritual and
physical needs of those around us. We have com-
pleted an intentional interim process and are
seeking a pastor with vision, leadership and
administrative ability to guide us to become the
missional church we strive to be. Candidates
should have a degree from an accredited seminary
and a minimum of 8-10 years of experience.
Submit résumé and a cover letter by Nov. 15 to:
Pastor Search Team, North Riverside Baptist
Church, 311 Selden Rd., Newport News, VA
23606 or williehorton@cox.net, subject Pastor
Search Team.

First Baptist Church in Boone, N.C.
(www.boonefirstbaptist.org), is seeking a full-time
senior pastor. We are a moderate Baptist church
of 325 resident members that supports the CBF,
the BSCNC and the SBC. Established in 1871, First
Baptist is located in downtown Boone and adja-
cent to Appalachian State University. We support
missions both near and far and are very involved
in disaster relief. We affirm women in ministry and
the diaconate. We offer both contemporary and
traditional services. Candidates should have a
seminary or divinity school degree. Submit
résumés by Nov. 24 to: brisinc@bellsouth.net or
Pastor Search Committee, 375 W. King St., Boone,
NC 28607.

Garden Lakes Baptist Church, Rome, Ga., is seek-
ing a full-time senior pastor. A seminary degree
and five years experience as senior pastor and 
five years other ministry experience are desired.
Garden Lakes supports CBF and SBC and women
deacons and ministers. Send résumés to: 
gardenlakesbaptist@comcast.net or 2200
Redmond Cir., Rome, GA 30165.

First Baptist Church of Sanford, N.C., is seeking a
full-time minister of youth and children who will
be responsible for the development and implemen-
tation of the youth and children’s programs
including providing pastoral care to the youth, chil-
dren and their families. This person will be
supported by strong adult committee members.
The candidate should be energetic and enthusias-
tic with good organizational and communication
skills. Salary is based on education and experi-
ence. FBC Sanford is a diverse congregation of
1,000 members and is affiliated with the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, the Southern
Baptist Convention, the Baptist State Convention
of North Carolina and the Sandy Creek Baptist
Association. Please send résumés to: Personnel
Committee, First Baptist Church, 202 Summit Dr.,
Sanford, NC 27330.

Grandin Court Baptist Church is seeking a minister
of education for children who will be responsible
for planning and implementing programs and activ-
ities for children from birth through fifth grade.
This minister would be an integral part of planning,
promoting, coordinating and evaluating the growth
of the Lord’s ministry in our congregation.
Graduation from an accredited seminary is pre-
ferred. Grandin Court is an established and
growing missional church with a deep talent base,
eclectic worship arts/music opportunities, and
separate traditional and blended services. Please
submit cover letter and résumé to: Kim Selvey, c/o
Grandin Court Baptist Church, 2660 Brambleton
Ave. SW, Roanoke, VA 24015-4306. For more
information regarding this position, see
www.grandincourtbaptist.org.

C L A S S I F I E D S

Senior Pastor

We, the members of Zoar Baptist Church of
Shelby, N.C., are prayerfully seeking a servant-
minded, experienced full-time senior pastor.
Candidates should have a college degree, semi-
nary training, strong biblical knowledge, good
leadership skills and a pastor’s heart. The
church’s 200+ members are SBC mission-
focused, praising God in both a contemporary
and a traditional service. The pastor’s position is
supported by two full-time ministers, one part-
time minister and an administrative assistant.
Applications will be received until Dec. 31. A
complete job description and application form are
available at www.zoarchurch.com/pastor.

Contact:
Pastor Search Committee

pastorsearch@zoarchurch.com
Zoar Baptist Church

1740 S. Lafayette St.
Shelby, NC 28152
(704) 482-4151

Associate Pastor for Administration 
and Community Ministries

The First Baptist Church of Winston-Salem, N.C.,
seeks nominations and applications for a newly
created ministerial staff position. A senior-level
post that works in collaboration with the ministe-
rial staff, the associate pastor for administration
and community ministries will be responsible for
all administrative operations of the church. 

Responsibilities include: 

• Supervision and organization of administrative
support, maintenance and food-services teams

• Coordination, planning and oversight for use of
physical facilities

• Administrative support for maintaining consis-
tent governing and decision-making structures
among lay-led committees, including the
implementation of all adopted policies and 
procedures of the congregation

• Coordination of communication channels 
(publications, web-page, e-mail, etc.) to better
inform the membership and the larger
Winston-Salem community of the church’s
activities

• Administrative oversight for the congregation’s
community ministries that include the
Children’s Center, the Emergency Overflow
Homeless Shelter, and other initiatives and 
programs that directly involve the community

• Serving as liaison to community organizations
and downtown coalitions that partner with the
First Baptist Church

The candidate should hold a theological degree
(M.Div./equivalent), and be ordained to the
Christian ministry. A successful record in adminis-
tration, business affairs and supervision is highly
preferred, along with a work history that demon-
strates collaboration and teamwork. Applications
will be accepted until the position is filled.

Cover letter and résumé, nominations,
recommendations:

Associate Pastor Search Committee
First Baptist Church of Winston-Salem

501 W. Fifth St.
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

www.fbcw-s.org

Gifts to Baptists Today
have been received

In memory of George Moore from:
Eloise Goode

In memory of Miriam Minter from:
Carolyn Stafford

Harold and Marge Ragan

In memory of Joyce Nelson from:
Morgan Nelson
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Bob Allen has returned to Associated Baptist
Press to fill a newly created senior writer posi-
tion. Since 2003, when he left ABP after 10
years as news editor, Allen had served as 
managing editor of EthicsDaily.com.

David Breckenridge is pastor of First Baptist
Church of Memphis, Tenn., coming from
Rivermont Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Va.

Leigh Ann Halverson, a recent graduate of
McAfee School of Theology, has been called
as associate pastor of children and families at
First Baptist Church of Jefferson City, Mo.

Landrum Leavell, president of New Orleans
Baptist Baptist Theological Seminary from
1975 until his retirement in 1994, died Sept.
26. Prior to accepting the presidency, he
spent 27 years as a pastor of churches in
Mississippi and Texas.

Cecil Sherman, the first Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship coordinator, received the Associated
Baptist Press’s Religious Freedom award in
September.

Kay Wilson Shurden of Macon, Ga., received
the Wayne E. Oates Award in Pastoral
Counseling from the Wayne E. Oates
Institute in Louisville, Ky., on Sept. 25.
Shurden is a retired marriage and family 
therapist from the Mercer Medical School.

David Wong died Sept. 17, at age 97. He was
president of the Baptist World Alliance from
1975-1980, during a time of major restruc-
turing. An architectural engineer, he was the
first layman as well as the first Asian to serve
as BWA president. Wong also served as chair
of the BWA Men’s Department and as presi-
dent of the Asian Baptist Federation.
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“Y ou have got to be kidding!” I
said to my wife when she told
me that Cindy and Ruth Ann

had decided to get married — and that
Cindy wanted us to join with her family
for the wedding in Boston. 

My mind went back to our seminary
days when we were friends. I thought
about how, a few years later, Cindy told
my wife about her intentions to “come
out of the closet.” 

We were not nice to Cindy then. But
as we began to mature in our faith, we
regretted those actions toward her. 

However, we never made any attempt
to reconcile with Cindy. Yet our relation-
ship was a surprisingly cordial one. 

It was more one-sided than we would
admit — but we stayed in contact
through Christmas cards and Cindy’s vis-
its or calls. Amazingly, after 25 years, she
wanted us to attend her wedding and 
participate with her family. 

We decided that one way to heal the
relationship would be to go to Boston.
The more we thought about our earlier
actions, the sorrier we were that as minis-
ters of the Gospel we had not been more
like Jesus to her. 

We made the journey — and it was
awkward for me in particular. I was one
of just a few men at the wedding and
probably the only Baptist minister. 

But something happened as various
young women ventured over to our table
to inquire about who we were. We discov-
ered a sad theme as each person told her
tragic story about how families and
church families had rejected her. 

Mothers and fathers disowning chil-
dren … churches casting out members …
jobs lost due to sexual orientation … 
people throwing away other people. 

This sad reality caused me to remem-
ber Jesus asking “Which sin is greater?”
and calling us to love our neighbors as
ourselves. 

Matching these familiar verses and
the testimonies of these wedding partici-
pants with my earlier actions revealed
something a bit wrong with my
Christianity.

Homosexuality did not have a face or
name for me. I had never knowingly been
around many gay people. They were just
the brunt of jokes and the people that I
had been admonished in my Christian
education to avoid. 

But I could hear
in these voices and
see in these faces the
pain that rejection
had caused. Flying
home, we continued
to think about the
faces and the voices
of these throwaway
people.

About six weeks later, I returned
from work-related travel to discover that
the ministry organization that employed
me had been sold and I was not needed
anymore.

This was a hard, prayerfully-made
decision, I was told. As I picked up my
coffee cup, stapler and nameplate, I won-
dered how Christian people could
“prayerfully” make a decision that would
so negatively affect someone’s livelihood,
family and general health. 

I had given up the pastorate of a
good church and given three years of my
life to this ministry. In a flash I had
become a throwaway person.

Being thrown away hurt deeply, but I
knew that my trust was in God.

So, after a few weeks, I decided to go
to the local homeless shelter to volunteer.
Somehow I thought giving to others
would keep my mind off of my own 
troubles. 

Within a few days I was invited to
work at the shelter teaching the Bible and
counseling homeless men — more throw-

away people. I heard in their voices and
saw in their faces the familiar pain from
the wedding in Boston — as well as my
own.

Jesus’ words, “As you have done it to
the least of these; you have done it unto
me…” brought alive the Christian faith I
had taught and been taught. 

Then in March, as I awaited triple-
bypass heart surgery, there was a knock at
my hospital room door. Douglas, a resi-
dent of the homeless shelter, had come to
encourage me. 

He had no gift, no particular wise
words to offer. All he offered was himself
and his prayers. 

Also, Cindy and Ruth Ann were visit-
ing family and dropped in to see me.
They wanted to pray with me before my
surgery. 

The next day, when I awoke in the
recovery room, my wife held a beautifully
handmade card with a magnificent sketch
of Christ. 

The artist was Tony, also from the
homeless shelter. Inside the card were
encouraging words from all the men at
the shelter. 

That verse: “As you have done it to
the least of these; you have done it unto
me…” took new shape in my mind, this
time from a hospital bed. 

The throwaway people I had encoun-
tered over the past year were there to
minister to me when I needed it most. 

My journey has taken me back to the
simple lesson learned as a child in Sunday
school: “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, soul, mind and strength —
and your neighbor as yourself.” BT

—LaCount Anderson of Scotland Neck,
N.C., is director of  Mission Partner, which

works with churches in doing short-term
missions, and men's program director 

for the Union Mission of 
Roanoke Rapids, N.C.
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Throwaway people
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b a c k - r o w  b i r d i e

By Keith D. Herron

The temple of democracy

T he Evangelicals have it all wrong. The
heart of our politics is not the biblical
worldview, whatever that is. It’s not

even God, and it’s certainly not anything said
by the big-hair preachers — no matter what
they say. The heart of our politics is found in
the temple of democracy. That temple is so
all-inclusive, people of every faith or no faith
gather in peaceful co-existence and equality.
In the temple of democracy, the highest and
the lowest among us have a voice and a vote.
At least that’s how I see it.

Birdie has always felt free to air her
views. She doesn’t flaunt them or push them
on people, but neither does she shy away.
Occasionally I walk by the open door of her
Bible study class and can see her sitting there
quiet as a mouse as others talk, listening
intently while trying not to look so intent. It
makes people nervous when someone stares
because staring looks too much like glaring
and she knows they’ll stop talking if she
stares. So she sneaks a peek at the one sharing
but doesn’t stare. Instead, it’s her ears that are
focused.

But on occasion she will add her own
views to the mix. So when the class diverged
from the subject at hand to discuss the twin
titans of taboo topics, religion and politics,
she listened until she felt the need to speak
and audibly cleared her throat. She wasn’t
loud, but it signaled the oth-
ers in the class to pause and
turn their eyes to her.

“My goodness we’ve
ventured into deep waters
here, haven’t we? This next
week’s a mighty important
week with the elections
upon us! (Thoughtful
pause…) All my life I’ve
thought we lived in the
‘land of the free and the
home of the brave,’ but
I’m beginning to have
questions about how
much of that is still
true.”

Dead silence. Most of Birdie’s classmates
had been talking about their fears of what’s
happening in our country and that a part of
that fear was stirred by the threats of more
terrorism and the anxiety they felt about the
financial crisis. Fear-mongering had made
them nervous.

“I’ve been thinking about the country
we’re building for the future, not only for our
own children, but also for those grandkids
we’re so proud of. Seems we’re not doing a
good job of handing off a country better than
the one we received.”

Again, only silence… Except now the
eyes were nervously shifting around the
room, trying not to make eye contact with
Birdie. Like most groups, even those made up
of believers who read and study the Bible
together, there was one of everything in the
room. 

One time, one of them tried sending all
the rude forwarded messages that supported
her candidate while slamming her candidate’s
opponent suggesting all manner of twisted
accusations. The others in the group were so
offended, they did what any other group of
Christ’s followers would do: They left her an
anonymous note telling her to knock it off. It
was only anonymous to her of course, as
everyone in the group knew who wrote the
note. Nevertheless, the email barrage stopped

and she laid low for months after that.
As pastor, I know it’s verboten to share

my own views. The church would be wise to
not allow partisan views to be shared or
pushed upon others. We Baptists are First
Amendment supporters because it’s the bigger
picture we should support. In the temple of
democracy, both government and church are
better served by maintaining a respectful 
distance between them.

Some felt I transgressed a year and a half
ago when the President pressed for and
received authorization to expand the war in
Iraq. I publicly denounced the surge in a ser-
mon about that time that stirred the bottom
of the pot among our members who felt I
was unfairly using my bully pulpit to air out
my personal political views. My intent and a
point I didn’t think was particularly heard
was that the war itself was a misguided effort.
I contended that the war in Iraq was “a bait
and switch” war since Obama bin Laden had
never previously been connected or friends in
any way with Saddam Hussein, then the dic-
tator of Iraq. My preaching point was that we
were unethically led to war, so why widen it?

In the temple of democracy, we have the
freedom to disagree on how our government
is being run. That’s why we have political
parties whose candidates must seek our votes.
By supporting them, we grant them the right

to represent us.
Birdie’s a longtime supporter of

the temple of democracy. So she
looked her Bible study class members
in the eye and said boldly, “I don’t
care who you vote for or why you
choose to do so … I just want to
know that all of you are registered
to vote and will show up to do
your duty when the time comes.”

Silence again. Then one
of them said meekly, “Yes
ma’am.” BT

—Keith D. Herron is pastor of
Holmeswood Baptist Church,

Kansas City, Mo.
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I ’m going through withdrawal. I still feel
anxious on Saturday night and take a nap
on Sunday afternoon — even though I

haven’t done anything. I seek out former pas-
tors so that we can talk about the glory and
gunk of our former lives. Sometimes former
pastors get a funny look on their faces as if
they’re reminiscing about a high school
sweetheart who got away. We are Wallendas
without a tightrope, Kennedys without poli-
tics, Mannings without football. One of the
ways I’ve been dealing with my mixed emo-
tions is compiling a list of things I don’t miss
about being a pastor.

• I don’t miss knowing that the party will get
louder after I walk out the door.

• I don’t miss the alarm going off at 6:45 on
Sunday morning.

• I don’t miss looking around the Blockbuster
for church members before I take James
Bond to the checkout.

• I don’t miss the phrase, “Pardon my 
language, Reverend.”

• I don’t miss there being an 80% chance I’ll
be called on to pray before a meal. 

• I don’t miss feeling responsible when it
rains at the church picnic. 

• I don’t miss visiting a member’s third cousin
in the hospital after a knee replacement,
because the member “can’t get by to see her
myself” and seeing the look on the patient’s
face that says, “Who are you and why are
you here?”

• I don’t miss business meetings. 
• I don’t miss saying things like, “I under-

stand that ‘You Sexy Thing’ is ‘your
song,’ but I think it would be
more fitting at the reception
than as the processional.”

• I don’t miss church members
thinking I need the latest
book by Joel Osteen.

• I don’t miss deacons’
meetings where Jesus isn’t
mentioned or wishes he
hadn’t been mentioned.

Reading my list of things I don’t miss about
being a pastor might lead you to think I’m
feeling only joy about leaving my former
occupation, but the list of things I miss is
much longer. 

• I miss deacons’ meetings where deacons
speak honestly about how to be the 
presence of Christ.

• I miss church members thinking I need the
latest book by Frederick Buechner.

• I miss worship committee meetings.
• I miss being called “Brother Brett.”
• I miss free parking at the hospital.
• I miss having an assistant whose job is to

make me look better. 
• I miss being given fresh vegetables.
• I miss people insisting on paying for my

lunch.
• I miss getting a stack of birthday cards. 
• I miss knowing that no matter what I write

for the church newsletter, someone kind
will say it was good — even if it
wasn’t.

• I miss hearing children
singing, pianos playing
and choirs rehearsing. 

• I miss bragging
about my church.

• I miss sitting at the front during worship. I
didn’t realize it’s the best place to hear the
choir. 

• I miss deciding which hymns we’ll sing.
• I miss reading the Bible aloud and saying,

“This is the Word of the Lord.”
• I miss serving Communion.
• I miss baptizing young Christians.
• I miss welcoming new members into the

church.
• I miss 7-year-olds hugging me because I’m

their pastor. 
• I miss senior citizens asking me to pray

with them.
• I miss knowing homeless people by name,

and being known by name. 
• I miss the sacred gift of being invited to

share the suffering of broken-hearted
friends.

• I miss the saints who called me their pastor.

—Brett Younger is associate professor of
preaching at Mercer University’s

McAfee School of
Theology
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By Brett Younger

The former pastors’ club
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By Tony W. Cartledge, 
posted Oct. 2, 2008
www.tonycartledge.com

The discovery of what some are claiming
may be the oldest known inscription

that refers to Christ has been announced
by a team of scientists led by French
marine archaeologist Franck Goddio. 

The inscription is on a bowl or wide
cup dated to between the late 2nd century
B.C. and the early 1st century A.D., how-
ever, so it could predate Christ and refer
to something else. The bowl was found in
underwater ruins from the ancient city of
Alexandria, Egypt.

The vessel was engraved with the Greek
phrase dia chrstou o goistais — maybe. The
letters are clear, but there is a vowel missing
in the first word, and where the breaks are
between words is not so clear. 

If the interpretation above is correct,
the meaning could be something like
“through (or by) Christ (or Chrest) the
magician.”

The speculation is that the bowl could
have been used by a fortuneteller, perhaps
to read the patterns of oil on water. The
inscription suggests a possible inter-
mingling of Christianity and paganism.

It’s also possible, however, that the
“o” (which alone would mean “the”) should
be read with the following word, so that
the inscription may indicate that the bowl

was donated by someone named Christ or
Chrest, who may have belonged to a postu-
lated religious group called “ogoistais.” It is
known that some people of the time wor-
shiped a god named “Osogo” or “Ogoa.”

The evidence at present is not suffi-
cient to answer the question definitively.
The inscription may refer to Christ, or it
may not. 

It’s a very interesting find, but
unlikely to have any impact on the
Christian faith.

When I learned of the bowl’s discov-
ery, the first thought that sprang to mind
had nothing to do with archaeology.
Rather, I thought of how many contempo-
rary people could have the same phrase on
their wide-mouth coffee mugs, because
they think of Christ as a miracle-working
magician who will protect them or make
them rich, rather than as a Lord who calls
them to service.

Maybe they should check the bottom
of the bowl for cappuccino residue. BT

Jesus the magician

REBLOG — Selections from recent blogs at BaptistsToday.org

By John Pierce, 
posted Sept. 9, 2008
www.bteditor.blogspot.com

Since the rise of the Religious Right, it
has not been uncommon for preachers

(Robertson, Falwell et. al.) to grab a little
more spotlight during an election season.
But this is something entirely different.

Suddenly political candidates are being
held accountable for what preachers in
their churches have to say. Blame it on the
devil or YouTube, depending on your theol-
ogy, but it is a modern political reality.

It started with video of Sen. Barack
Obama’s pastor making comments that
incensed many outside the UCC congrega-
tion on the Southside of Chicago. The Rev.
Jeremiah Wright seemed to enjoy the new-
found attention and made even more
offensive comments that caused his Oval
Office-seeking parishioner to distance him-
self from the preacher and church.

Two candidates have drawn less atten-
tion in religious matters. Democratic vice
presidential candidate Joe Biden is a
Roman Catholic. Republican presidential
candidate John McCain is an Episcopalian
who attends North Phoenix Baptist Church.

Sen. McCain’s pastor is not a good

place to look for startling sound bites. Dan
Yeary (a Baptist campus minister turned
preacher) is not an extremist — except for
that extreme tan that comes from being a
pastor in Coral Gables, Fla., and Phoenix,
Ariz.

Now attention is being focused on the
past and present pastors of Gov. Sarah
Palin. No longer are they tucked away in
Alaska.

The preaching heard by the current
vice presidential candidate over the years
at an Assembly of God church and now a
non-denominational Bible Church reflects
very conservative, and in some cases
Pentecostal, theology. 

Only those unfamiliar with such reli-
gious traditions and doctrines would be
surprised by pulpit pronouncements that
Jesus is the only way to heaven, that
homosexuality is a chosen sinful lifestyle
and that the return of Christ is just around
the corner.

However, one pastor’s claim that thou-
sands will come to Alaska en route to the
climax of history was new to me. 

Interestingly, another former pastor
interviewed recently is named Tim McGraw.
(He is the one with faith, but not Faith.)

There is also video of Gov. Palin asking
her former AG congregation to pray that

God would deliver a new pipeline.
While candidates should be held

responsible for their own words, should
anyone be responsible for what they heard
from the pulpit?

If these new “rules” had been in place
earlier, I would have approached church
life differently.

First, I would have interrupted a few
sermons over the years. I have had excel-
lent pastors. But I don’t want to be held
responsible for everything they — or espe-
cially guest preachers — have said from
the pulpit in my presence.

Second, I would have been more care-
ful in my own preaching. Perhaps a
disclaimer could be offered at the begin-
ning: “This sermon, though hopefully a
proper rendering of the Word of God, is
solely the opinion of the presenting
preacher and no one on whose ears these
words fall should be held accountable for
any foolishness that might result.”

How much a candidate’s church
involvement and theological leanings mat-
ter in a political race is up for debate. But
if pew-sitters keep getting blamed for
everything their preachers say, it will be
even harder to get anyone with political
leanings into a church — except for some
re-election handshaking. BT

Are pew-sitters responsible for what preachers say?
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Children are people, too, and

Janice Haywood doesn’t want you

to forget it. They are people who

are growing, learning, becoming.

They are little people who are

shaped by the big people around

them at home, at church, at

school. 

I f children are to begin lifelong journeys as
Christ-followers, they need parents who
will help them to connect faith in God

with the events of their everyday lives. And if
parents are to meet that immense responsibil-
ity, they need faith communities that provide
training and support for them as well as 
educational opportunities for the children. 

For churches to provide that sort of min-
istry, they need to be intentional about
designing and coordinating ministry efforts
to both parents and children. Helping
churches get to that point is Haywood’s 
longtime calling. 

Recently retired after 31 years of service to
churches through the Baptist State Convention
of North Carolina (BSCNC), Haywood is
pressing on toward the mark of training as
many children’s workers and consulting with as
many churches as she can. 

During her tenure as a convention
employee, Haywood saw the number of paid
preschool and children’s ministry staff among
Baptists statewide rise from 30 to more than
400 — “And I’m sure there are others we 
didn’t know about,” she said.

Haywood and her colleagues in other
states noticed that many children’s leaders
were being called out from within their own
congregations, and did the work with much
zeal but little educational preparation. They
discussed ideas for developing a certification
program to provide quality training for those
ministers.

It was Haywood who followed through.
In 1998 she met with the academic deans at
Campbell University Divinity School (CUDS)
and worked out a system of courses that could
provide both academic credit for divinity
school students and an accredited certification
for ministers who were not pursuing a 
seminary degree.

With accreditation through Campbell
and the endorsement of the BSCNC,
Haywood began teaching a series of six
courses designed to provide broad-spectrum
training in the theory and the best practices
of preschool and children’s education. 

Students learn about the specific devel-
opmental needs of children at different ages
and about strategies for teaching children
who have different learning styles. They also
learn how to engage parents and the church
in creating environments that weave faith
into daily life, and complete a hands-on
practicum designed to put new understand-
ings to work.

Haywood teaches the courses on campus
at CUDS, where she is an adjunct professor,
but also offers the training through weekend
“intensives” in both North Carolina and
Virginia.

About 50 students have completed the
certification in North Carolina, and another
half dozen in Virginia. About 35 students are
currently working through the certification
program, which typically takes about three
years to complete.

Haywood is now poised to take the cer-
tification program nationwide through a

partnership with Campbell and the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF). If
everything goes as planned, CBF will pro-
mote and host periodic training sessions in
Atlanta beginning in Fall 2009. Haywood
will lead the sessions, with Campbell as the
accrediting institution.

While the certification program is close
to her heart, Haywood has other irons in the
fire. She often leads conferences on preschool/
children’s work for churches and larger
groups, and she found time to write an
acclaimed book that offers a theoretical and
practical guide to developing an effective 
ministry to children. 

Enduring Connections: Creating a
Preschool and Children’s Ministry, published
through the Columbia Partnership
Leadership Series imprint of Chalice Press,
has been well-received since it came out in
2007. 

Along with her expertise in educating
children, Haywood is a certified ministry
coach who supervised 12 employees while
working for the BSC. Drawing on her experi-
ence with hundreds of churches and her skills
in both coaching and children’s work, she
offers in-depth consultation services to
churches, helping them re-evaluate their 
ministries to preschoolers and children. 

“I would really like to go to churches
over a short period of time, maybe three to
six visits, and do an assessment,” she said,
“coaching them to decide what they need to
do to take their children’s ministry to the
next level.”

Every church is different, so “cut and
paste programs” are not the answer. While
many churches rely on a string of unrelated
programs and activities for children, Haywood
says that churches need to examine what they
really want their preschoolers and children to
know and experience, and then learn how to
develop an “intentional, coordinated design 
of ministry to help preschoolers and children
in their journey toward becoming a Christ-
follower.”

The process takes time, effort and long-
term commitment, but Haywood believes the
children are always worth it. 

More information about Haywood’s 
educational ministry, including contact
information, is available at www.janice
haywood.com. BT

Ministry to children begins with adults
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Blowing out 80
candles didn’t slow down Arline Thrash —
author, chaplain and mission volunteer. She
just returned from 23 days in Poland and is
preparing to give a lecture in California.

An 81-year-old hospital administrator
once told her: “Just keep going until you’re
gone.” She took his advice seriously. 

When home, Arline, a member of First
Baptist Church of St. Petersburg, is surrounded
by reminders of her 20 overseas mission stints.

Ninety-nine objects from six continents
occupy just one credenza. She has collected
63 Nativity sets from around the world.

And her walls are covered with —
among other things — pictures she took of
“my children around the world.”

Tennessee Beginnings
“I was born in the Carson-Newman College
gym,” said Arline without a hint of joking. 
Her parents lived in a small apartment just
off the basketball court at the Baptist school
in Jefferson City, Tenn., where her father,
Arlie, was dean. 

Arline credits Carson-Newman with
exposing her to missions through various
speakers who came to campus and to the
nearby First Baptist Church of Jefferson City,
Tenn., where she was a longtime member.

“When I was 10 years old, God called
me and gave me a job that defies all descrip-
tions…” Arline said of an early tug on her
life. In addition to marriage, motherhood and
teaching, she declared her intent to be “an
ambassador of joy to the world.”

“I didn’t know what an ambassador did,”
Arline confesses now, “but it sounded like a
good thing to be.”

And the joy part just came naturally.

Early Ambassador
Even as a child, Arline put her young faith
into practice, visiting elderly persons. 

She soaked up the stories of visiting mis-
sionaries who often stayed in her home while
speaking at the college. Missions was an
important part of her family life.

Veteran missionary Martha Franks was
such an influence that Arline — at age 12 —
announced she would be going to China too.
It brought a hearty “Amen” from her brother.

But it was a seed that took a half-
century to sprout.

Home Comes First
After graduating from Carson-Newman,
Arline married and raised four children.
Special education was her first vocation —
for 25 years.

In 1979 she was divorced by her
husband and struggled with how that unin-
tended change of course would impact her
life’s calling. 

Three years later she directly addressed
the painful subject that was taboo in most
Baptist circles at the time by writing about
her experience. She submitted the manuscript
to Broadman Press, the Southern Baptist
publisher that had published her first book.

After keeping the manuscript for a year,
Broadman rejected it because one editor called
it “too bitter,” she said. So she put it in a
drawer and did not retrieve it until emergency
surgery slowed her down for a while in 1990.

“The Lord spoke to me: ‘Get that book
out and change the title to Dear God, I’m

Divorced!’”
She sent it to Baker Publishing Group

where it was published in 1991 and then
went through two printings.

“It’s how God healed my heart,” she said
of the book.

Education, Affirmation
Arline’s first of many overseas experiences
finally came in 1976 when she began a resi-
dency program in England as part of her
Ph.D. studies in the guidance and counseling
of exceptional children. She became a popular
lecturer and consultant.

More international flavor was added to
her life while doing post-doctoral work in
chaplaincy and family ministry in Holland in
1987 as well as in the U.S. 

She trained in clinical pastoral education
and served as a hospital chaplain as one of
her many vocational routes in fulfillment of a
childhood call to be “an ambassador of joy.”

Her lifelong ministry was affirmed by
her home church in 1993, when the First
Baptist Church of Jefferson City, Tenn.,
ordained her to ministry. 

“Only one man voted against it,” Arline
recalled.

The congregation’s action also fulfilled a

‘just keep going’
Florida woman at home around the globe

NEXT BOOK COMING
“I always knew I was going to
write,” said Arline, whose latest
book is now at the publisher.

So many people have asked
Arline for her secret to longevity
that she decided to address the
subject. The title comes from the
advice she received from her
octogenarian hospital administra-
tor years ago: Just Keep Going
Until You’re Gone.

Arline does not just write it
— she lives it.



requirement by Tampa General Hospital
where she served as a chaplain.

“My ordination only confirmed what
God knew about me when I was 10 years
old,” she said.

Ministry of Care
Out of her chaplaincy work, Arline wrote
Compassionate Caring for the Sick and Dying,
published by Twenty-Third Publications in
1990. It is designed to help laypersons relate
compassionately and effectively to those who
are ill or facing death.

Arline considered it such a needed
resource that she rewrote the entire book
after a publisher lost the only copy of the
original manuscript.

“This book is written to support, affirm,
encourage and nurture the myriad volunteer
caregivers who visit hospitals, convalescent
and nursing homes, life-care facilities and
home settings in thousands of parishes and
communities,” she wrote in the introduction.

Arline is at home in so many different
settings. For 10 years she taught at the
Roman Catholic St. Leo University north of
Tampa and lived in a dormitory with the
Sisters who affectionately called her their
“Baptist Benedictine.”

Multi-tasking Minister
Throughout her fast-paced, adventurous life,
Arline has collected and shared knowledge
like travel trinkets. Her education and 
experiences are wide ranging.

She has worked all over the U.S. and
Canada in ministry with singles and divorce
recovery.

“I spoke from one end of the country to
the other after Baker released Dear God, I’m
Divorced!, she said.

Divorce often creates three “death expe-
riences” for divorcees, she said. One is the
end of the marriage, then the remarriage of a
partner and then the physical death of a 
former spouse.

Additionally, Arline has taught English to
Japanese students at First Baptist Church of
St. Petersburg, Fla., and launched a ministry
to the many widows in the church and 
community. 

She has lectured in Europe on special-
needs children. Her high energy, excellent
communication skills and expertise in so
many areas have made her a person in
demand and on the go.

“It’s nice to be versatile in several fields,”
she confessed.

Around the World
Before Arline completes one overseas trip, she
has another on the planning board. She loses
count of her multiple visits to China, India,
Norway, Ukraine, Thailand, Brazil and 
several other nations. 

Her latest trip to Poland was her seventh
one there.

Assignments vary according to need. For
example, she spent five months at a Baptist
hospital in India training students in clinical
pastoral education. In Norway and Brazil, her
emphasis was on evangelism.

Her work abroad has been both 

challenging and fulfilling, she said.
“I have slept on floor mats, been invaded

by mosquito, gnat and termite swarms, had
only tea and toast or potatoes for several
meals, suffered from extreme cold and heat,
fever, chills, dehydration, anemia, heart irreg-
ularity — and painful injury when the upper
berth of a Russian train on which my partner
slept fell on my face.”

But it will take a lot more than that to
keep Dr. Sara Arline Thrash from being an
ambassador of joy to the world.

“My home was broken, but I have so
many homes around the world.” BT
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I N F O R M A T I O N BY ADELLE M. BANKS, Religion News Service

Megachurches — known for their

big buildings, big schools and big

crowds — continue to grow, but

a new study detects shifts in the

way they are expanding.

“T he general growth pattern is that
about 90 percent of megachurches
report that they are growing, and

many of them at very fast rates,” said Warren
Bird, a researcher at the Leadership Network,
a Dallas-based church think tank and co-
author of the study released in September.

The average megachurch saw a growth
of about 50 percent in attendance in the last
five years; about 10 percent reported a
decline or stagnation.

The expansion of many of the nation’s
estimated 1,250 megachurches is occurring

through satellite campuses, and they are
shifting their training emphasis by running
fewer schools and more pastors’ conferences.

“You have a tremendous amount of
growth but not ... larger and larger build-
ings,” said study co-author Scott Thumma,
a sociologist of religion at Hartford
Seminary.

The churches, with worship attendance
of 2,000 or more each weekend, are increas-
ingly using satellite locations, with 37
percent using them in 2008, compared to
27 percent in 2005 and 22 percent in 2000.
The researchers found that on average,
megachurches surveyed this year had offered
four services at each of two satellite loca-
tions each weekend.

Five percent of megachurches had six or
more locations, where between one dozen
and two dozen services occur each weekend.

Almost a third of the megachurches

surveyed — 30 percent — said they had
started using satellite campuses in the last
five years.

Outreach magazine, a church leadership
publication based in Vista, Calif., reported
that for the first time, all 100 churches on
its list of 100 largest churches in the U.S.
are attended by more than 7,000 people. It
notes that experts predict that half of all
megachurches will have multiple locations
by 2010.

Yet as they continue to grow, fewer
megachurches are involved in TV and radio
ministry; the percentage of megachurches
with a radio ministry dropped from 44 
percent in 2000 to 24 percent in 2008.
Likewise, the percentage with television
ministries dropped from 38 percent to 23
percent.

Fewer also are operating Christian
schools. In 2000, 42 percent of mega-
churches surveyed said a Christian
elementary or secondary school was part of
their ministry. This year, that figure
dropped to 25 percent. The percentage with
an affiliated Bible school or institute dropped
from 30 percent in 2000 to 20 percent in
2008.

At the same time, more churches are
offering conferences for pastors or other
ministry leaders, increasing from 47 percent
in 2000 to 54 percent in 2008.

Even though the majority of mega-
churches are affiliated with denominations,
researchers said offering conferences,
resources and mission opportunities suggest
the rise of “mini-denominations.”

“They are creating alternative ways for
churches and for religious people to get
resources, to do ministry, to do missions, to
connect with other churches,” said
Thumma, author of Beyond Megachurch
Myths.

“All the things that were typically done
... from the national denominational struc-
ture are being done at a local church level.”

The latest survey is based on about 400
responses to questionnaires that were sent to
1,250 congregations. BT

spreading out
Megachurches are growing, but in different ways
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By John Pierce

DECATUR, Ga. — Winnie Williams was
honored during the Sept. 18 meeting of the
Baptists Today board of directors for her six
years of service to the board — including the
past year’s chairmanship. 

A layperson from Seneca, S.C., and
member of First Baptist Church of Clemson,

she is a former college
professor, an author and
an advocate for at-risk
women worldwide. She
and her husband,
Woodie, are also real
estate developers.

During her year as
chair, the independent
news journal added a
contributing editor,

launched the first state-specific edition and
reached record circulation. The board was
also expanded to more than 30 members —
with a heavy concentration of laypersons.

Layman Gary Eubanks, a member 

of First Baptist Church of Marietta, Ga., 
was elected as the new chair. A former prac-
ticing attorney, he is now in real estate
management.

Kelly Belcher, a minister in Spartanburg,
S.C., and member of Fernwood Baptist
Church, was elected as vice chair.

Committee chairs elected for the current
year were: Allen Abbott, an American Baptist
minister and field representative for the
Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board,
for the Partnership/Circulation Committee;
William Neal, president of Developmental
Disabilities Ministries of Georgia, for the
Development Committee; and Huey
Bridgman, retired Army chaplain and church
administrator, for the Budget/Finance
Committee.

In addition to these officers and
chairpersons, the following persons were
elected to the Executive Committee that
meets between board sessions to address
administrative issues and to serve as the 
organization’s personnel committee: Jimmy
Allen of Big Canoe, Ga., Nannette Avery of

Chattanooga, Tenn., Ann Beane of
Richmond, Va., and Tommy Boland of
Alpharetta, Ga.

The next meeting of the full board will
be held on April 24, 2009, in Winston-
Salem, N.C., in tandem with a regional
Celebration of a New Baptist Covenant. 

Baptists Today will hold its annual
Judson-Rice Dinner that evening at Wake
Forest University and honor longtime reli-
gious liberty advocate James M. Dunn. The
public will be invited to attend. BT

BT honors outgoing chair, elects new officers

Winnie Williams
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Mysteries & Intrigues 
of the Bible

• The Saline Fraulein 
• Crimson Tide 
• Hemmed In 
• Dinner Bell at the Lion Pit 
• Hog Wild 
• Dungeons and Disciples 
• Circumstantial Circumcision 
• Scripture Streakers 
• Kings and Jokers 
• Poison-Pen Letters 
• Church Creeps 

… The titles may sound
like comic strips, video
games and television
programs, but the
almost-100 articles in Mysteries & Intrigues
actually answer questions and make con-
nections based on strange stories and
interesting characters in the Bible.

This fast-paced retelling of various
biblical stories is not meant to provide
definitive answers, but rather to spark
interest and prevent boredom for inquiring
new students and seasoned students not
afraid to raise questions.

The short articles in the first two 

sections of the book make for easy personal
reading, good sermon introductions or dis-
cussion starters for the classroom. In
addition, the FAQs section provides basic
terminology and explanations. Likewise,
the topical and scripture reference indexes,
charts and lists are thorough and helpful.

$13.99 / pb / 320 pp / Howard Books / 
ISBN 978-1-4165-4356-5 / www.simonsays.com

Christian Educator’s Guide to
Evaluating and Developing
Curriculum
Nancy Ferguson

There is no perfect Sunday school curricu-
lum. In fact, some churches have split over
trying to find one! Others have allowed or
encouraged teachers to determine their
own curriculum. Unfortunately, this
approach usually results in a pick-and-
choose method with no plan to adequately
cover the biblical material as a whole.

Ideally, churches should first establish
the objectives, purpose and direction of
their Christian education programs. The
curriculum should be seen as one of many
tools or strategies for meeting church goals.

I applaud veteran Christian educator

Nancy Ferguson for
emphasizing in her
Guide the need for
churches to view cur-
riculum in the broader
sense as it relates to the
overall congregational
vision. This under-
standing — along with
assessing the current programs — must
precede evaluating, choosing or adapting
resources.

Ferguson poses some tough questions,
and provides priority listings and key 
elements in her practical helps for inexperi-
enced teachers and refresher principles for
seasoned teachers. 

She organizes her topics well, includ-
ing procedures for evaluating purchased
resources, guidelines for writing curricu-
lum, and strategies for adapting existing
curriculum. The appendixes provide good
samplings of available Bible study resources
and curriculum resource publishers.
Especially helpful are the sample curricu-
lum workshops that model Ferguson’s
suggested processes.

$17.00 / pb / 128 pp / Judson Press / 
ISBN 978-0-8170-1523-7 / www.judsonpress.com

November 2008 • Baptists Today | 37

P E R S P E C T I V E

t h e  m e d i a  s h e l f
Reviews by Jackie Riley

(RNS) — Bill Maher is funnier than Pat
Robertson. But he is every bit as dogmatic. 

Maher’s new movie, Religulous, paints a
portrait that makes religious believers look
absurd, and in some cases, dangerous. Maher
criticizes them because they are fervent, 
dedicated and closed-minded. 

They see the world in terms of 
us-versus-them. They are sure they are 
right. Those who criticize them are wrong. 

The really funny thing is that Maher
himself fits all of these descriptions. He is a
fundamentalist of the secular kind. 

Maher states in the film that his
approach is one of doubt, not certainty, but
his film is chock-full of sweeping, definitive
statements, most notably that “religion must
die for mankind to live.”

Maher sets out to find religious people
who are easy to mock or despise. And he
succeeds in finding them, and then mocking
and despising them. 

There’s the performer playing Jesus at
the Holy Land theme park in Florida who
appears out of touch with reality; the shout-
ing radicals who heap damnation upon
America; and the dedicated worshipers in
the truckers’ chapel and a U.S. senator who
both seem easily confused by their own 
theology.  

If anyone takes offense at Maher’s cari-
catures or insults, he can say, “I don’t mean
any harm; I’m just a comedian.” But he
wants people to be convinced by his 
arguments. 

The simple message that Maher fails to

acknowledge is that not all religious people
are fundamentalists. We live in a country
that is both devout and diverse. 

I am as concerned as Maher is when
people from one religious group (whether
mine or anyone else’s) think that they have a
monopoly on the truth. Likewise, we should
all resist when people draw direct lines
between religious ideas and public policies,
without any attention to context, or history,
or alternative viewpoints.  

But we should be equally troubled
when Maher proclaims that all religious 
people are irrational and that their beliefs
should not be welcome in our public life.
Religious ideas can make public life more
complicated, but they can also offer
resources for solving common problems. BT

Bill Maher’s funny fundamentalism                         By Douglas A. Hicks,
University of Richmond
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By Elizabeth Eisenstadt Evans
Religion News Service

PHILADELPHIA — In an unprecedented
public act of remorse for centuries of support
for slavery, the Episcopal Church last month
held a dramatic service of repentance at one
of the nation’s first black churches.

Punctuated with the sound of a gong
and the sung refrain of “Lord have mercy,
Christ have mercy,” the service began with 
a “Litany of Offense and Apology” detailing
the ways that the denomination participated
in human captivity, segregation and
discrimination.

More than 500 worshippers, a multi-
cultural sea of faces, spilled over into the
aisles of the African Episcopal Church of St.
Thomas, founded in 1792 by Absalom Jones,
a former slave and the denomination’s first
black priest.

“Through it all, people of privilege
looked the other way, and too few found the
courage to question inhuman ideas, words,
practices or laws,” said Episcopal Presiding
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori. 

“We and they ignored the image of
Christ in our neighbors.”

Several of America’s founding fathers —
most notably George Washington — were

Episcopalians and slave owners, and many of
the nation’s most historic and prominent
steeples were built by wealthy donors who
made their fortunes on the back of slave labor.

Yet Episcopalians were one of the few
U.S. churches that managed to stay intact as
the Civil War split Methodists, Presbyterians
and Baptists into northern and southern
branches over the issue
of slavery.

This year marks the
200th anniversary of the
abolition of the slave
trade in the United
States. Last June, 
the U.S. House of
Representatives issued its
own apology for slavery.

“Apology and acknowledgment are an
incredibly important part of the process of
coming to terms with history,” said Katrina
Browne, whose recent film, Traces of the
Trade, explores the wealth accumulated by
her Episcopal ancestors in Rhode Island
through the slave trade.

The service, and the day of workshops
that preceded it, was the result of a resolu-
tion passed at the Episcopalians’ 2006
General Convention that called slavery a
“sin” and a betrayal of the “humanity of 

all persons.” 
The 2006 resolution asked dioceses to

research instances in which they have been
complicit or profited from it, and asked the
presiding bishop to hold a “Day of Repen-
tance.” Each diocesan cathedral was also
asked to hold its own service of repentance.

A number of African-American partici-
pants emphasized that however moving the
event, it was only one step in an effort to
redress denominational and social inequities.

Noting that another General
Convention resolution addresses oppression
of “all people of color victimized by society
over the past 300 years,” Canon Ed Rodman,
a professor at Episcopal Divinity School in
Cambridge, Mass., added that “until the
whole story is told and everybody’s voice has
been heard we cannot begin the process of
reconciliation.”

“It is one thing to repent of our sin, but
another to turn around and go in the right
direction,” said Franklin Turner, retired
Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of
Pennsylvania.

“I don’t think it’s what the church does
inside the church,” added Isaac Miller, rector
of the historic (Episcopal) Church of the
Advocate in North Philadelphia. “It’s about
what happens afterwards.” BT

Episcopal Church apologizes for its role in slavery

By John Pierce

LOMBARD, ILL. — Northern Seminary is 
moving quickly for a 95-year-old. 

This fall, the seminary, a longtime resi-
dent of Lombard, Ill., near Chicago, is
relocating its administrative offices to Elgin,
Ill., in partnership with Judson College.
Both educational institutions have ties to
the American Baptist Churches, USA.

The seminary program is being
reshaped to provide theological education to
students via satellite campuses and an
expanding online offering of courses.

New leadership is on hand as well.
Alistair Brown, a native of Scotland and 
former general director of the Baptist
Missionary Society in Oxfordshire, assumed
the seminary presidency in September.

Brown joins what he calls “a leadership

team not frightened to let go of the past …
[and] embrace future landscapes that may
look a bit different,” according to a semi-
nary press release.

The longtime model of full-time resi-
dency theological education is giving way to
new approaches, seminary leaders said. 

“Increasingly, seminaries are comprised
of commuter students, striving to balance
the loads of school, work and personal life,”
the press release explained. “Northern
Seminary will engage this demographic by
providing more educational options — what
some call an education ‘on the go.’” 

This seminary’s new approach will
include development of additional online
courses and numerous satellite campuses
spanning the Chicago-land area. 

Where such drastic changes will lead is
uncertain, leaders admit.

“There’s always uncertainty, usually
some fear, and occasionally wrong directions
are taken,” said Brown. “But eventually —
with God’s help — there are new ways that
bring health, vitality, relevance and impact.
All of that is ahead for Northern.” 

Trustees plan to sell Northern
Seminary’s main campus in Lombard. Funds
from the sale will be reinvested in the new
model of education involving a growing
number of satellite campuses and increased
online course offerings. 

Seminary leaders expect the new
approach to better meet 21st-century stu-
dents where they are —“geographically,
technologically and financially.” 

“We’re willing to explore and even to
take risks,” the new president added. “God
will guide, and I believe he’ll bring good
from all these new ventures.” BT

Northern Seminary in Illinois making big changes

Katharine Schori
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By Vishal Arora
Religion News Service

NEW DELHI — Franklin Caesar Thomas
was one of India’s millions of unlucky souls,
born into a Dalit, or outcast, family that is
the lowest of the low in this nation’s rigid
caste system.

His parents converted from Hinduism to
Christianity, hoping for an escape. They sac-
rificed and saved to send their son to college
for separate degrees in mechanical engineer-
ing and law.

Still, he was a Dalit, an “untouchable.”
He was thrown out of a restaurant in his
home town of Thirukattupalli, in the south-
ern state of Tamil Nadu, for daring to sit
near upper-caste Hindus.

“A grocer assaulted me for touching his
hand as I gave him money for my purchase,”
recalled Thomas, 45, a lump rising in his
throat. “I told him I was an educated man, but
he still thought I had made him ‘unclean.’”

A constitutional change passed more
than a half-century ago was meant to provide
some protection from discrimination for
Hindu Dalits. But it doesn’t cover those who,
like Thomas, are converts to Christianity or
Islam.

Known as the Presidential Order of
1950, the constitutional clause assumes that
non-Hindu religions do not have a caste hier-
archy, and therefore do not need protection.
However, the order was amended in 1956 to
include Sikh Dalits, and in 1990 to cover
Buddhist Dalits — neither of which has a
caste hierarchy.

Thomas is now a co-petitioner in an
ongoing case before the Supreme Court of
India that challenges protections for
“Scheduled Castes” that guarantee welfare
benefits and 15 percent of government jobs
and seats in educational institutions. Seats in
parliament and state assemblies are also
reserved for the “Scheduled Castes” in 
proportion to their population.

As Thomas sees it, what is available to
Hindu, Sikh or Buddhist Dalits should also be
available to Christian or Muslim Dalits because
it is their social class — not their religion —
that dictates their treatment by society.

The Indian government was scheduled
to consider the Dalit Christians’ petition in
August, but the hearing was delayed —

again. The petition was first filed in March
2004.

“The hearing is reaching the same fate
every day since then,” Thomas complained.

Last year, the government-appointed
Justice Ranganath Mishra Commission rec-
ommended deletion of the 1950 order. But a
final hearing “has been deferred four times
since then because the government sought to
consult other panels each time,” Thomas said.

Cosmon Arokiaraj, who handles Dalit
issues for the Catholic Bishops Conference of
India, accuses the government of “delaying
tactics.” He also said the ruling Indian
National Congress party had “cheated” the
nation’s Christians by campaigning on the
issue and then dropping it.

Party officials, however, deny they made
any pledge.

“We have not promised anything, but
we feel that Dalit Christians should get the
rights, except the reservation (of seats) in the
legislature,” Yogendra Makwana, the chair-
man of the party’s Dalit front, said.

Joseph D’souza, international president
of the Dalit Freedom Network (DFN), sus-
pects the government’s reluctance is due to
strong objections raised by the Hindu nation-
alist Bharatiya Janata Party, the nation’s main
opposition party. 

The fear is that many more Dalit
Hindus would convert to Christianity if Dalit
Christians were granted their demands —

which in turn could inflame tensions between
Christians and Hindu nationalists that have
turned violent in recent weeks.

“There is no untouchability in
Christianity,” said Satya Narayan Jatiya, a
member of parliament from the Hindu oppo-
sition party who heads the party’s Dalit front.
“Why should Dalit Christians be included in
the Scheduled Castes?”

Millions of Dalits have converted to
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and Sikhism in
recent decades. An estimated 70 percent
(about 17 million) of the nation’s 23 million
Christians are Dalits.

Thomas says his struggle is not just
against the government, but also some
Christian churches. Of the nation’s 12,500
Catholic priests, only about 800 are from
Dalit origins, he said, and fewer than 10 of
the country’s 169 Catholic bishops are Dalits.

In the town of Trichy in Tamil Nadu
state, a wall separates upper-caste and Dalit
graves in a Christian cemetery. “Some
churches do not offer Holy Communion to
Dalit Christians,” he said.

With the government’s continued delays,
and the five-year term of the United
Progressive Alliance coalition government
nearing its end, Thomas said Dalit Christians
are beginning to lose hope.

“The hearing is likely to be deferred yet
again,” he said. “... Will we ever get our
rights?” BT

‘Untouchable’ Christians want protection
Franklin Caesar Thomas was born a Dalit, or
“untouchable,” Hindu. His family later con-
verted to Christianity, but Indian law does not
protect Dalit Christians from discrimination.
Religion News Service.
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Ardmore Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, N.C.
Auburn First Baptist Church, Auburn, Ala.
Boiling Springs Baptist Church, Boiling Springs, N.C.
Boulevard Baptist Church, Anderson, S.C.
Broadmoor Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, La.
Broadway Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas
Broadway Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky.
Center Hill Baptist Church, Lexington, N.C.
Central Baptist Church, Daytona Beach, Fla.
Central Baptist Church, Newnan, Ga.
Chadbourn Baptist Church, Chadbourn, N.C.
Clarkesville Baptist Church, Clarkesville, Ga.
College Avenue Baptist Church, Lenoir, N.C.
College Park Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla.
Covenant Baptist Church, Gastonia, N.C.
Cullowhee Baptist Church, Cullowhee, N.C.
Druid Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.
Dunwoody Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.
Edenton Baptist Church, Edenton, N.C.
Emerywood Baptist Church, High Point, N.C.
Faith Baptist Church, Georgetown, Ky.
Fernwood Baptist Church, Spartanburg, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Ahoskie, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Aiken, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Anderson, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Asheville, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Bladenboro, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Cape Girardeau, Mo.
First Baptist Church, Carolina Beach, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Carrollton, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tenn.
First Baptist Church, Clemson, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Columbus, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Commerce, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Conway, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Dalton, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Forest City, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Frankfort, Ky.
First Baptist Church, Gainesville, Fla.
First Baptist Church, Gainesville, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Gastonia, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Greenville, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Greenwood, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Griffin, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Hawkinsville, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Hickory, N.C.
First Baptist Church, High Point, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala.
First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, Mo.
First Baptist Church, Kannapolis, N.C.

First Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn.
First Baptist Church, Lavonia, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Lexington, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Lincolnton, N.C.
First Baptist Church, London, Ky.
First Baptist Church, Lumberton, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Macon, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Madison, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Madison, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Manchester, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Marion, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Morehead City, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Morganton, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Morrow, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Mount Airy, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Mount Olive, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
First Baptist Church, Orangeburg, S.C.
First Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla.
First Baptist Church, Rome, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Rutherfordton, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Savannah, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Sanford, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Southern Pines, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Spruce Pine, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Tifton, Ga.
First Baptist Church, Washington, N.C.
First Baptist Church of Wheaton, Silver Spring, Md.
First Baptist Church, Wilmington, N.C.
First Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, N.C.
Forest Hills Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C.
Franklin Baptist Church, Franklin, Va.
Georgetown Baptist Church, Georgetown, Ky.
Grace Fellowship Baptist Church, Meridian, Miss.
Grandin Court Baptist Church, Roanoke, Va.
Haddock Baptist Church, Haddock, Ga.
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Highland Hills Baptist Church, Macon, Ga.
Highland Park Baptist Church, Austin, Texas
Holmeswood Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo.
HomeStar Fellowship, Raleigh, N.C.
Hope Valley Baptist Church, Durham, N.C.
Johns Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta, Ga.
Kathwood Baptist Church, Columbia, S.C.
Knollwood Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, N.C.
Lakeside Baptist Church, Rocky Mount, N.C.
Lamberth Memorial Baptist Church, Roxboro, N.C.
Lexington Avenue Baptist Church, Danville, Ky.
Loray Baptist Church, Gastonia, N.C.
Lystra Baptist Church, Chapel Hill, N.C.
Madison Baptist Church, Madison, Ga.

Mars Hill Baptist Church, Mars Hill, N.C.
Memorial Baptist Church, Buies Creek, N.C.
Mount Carmel Baptist Church, Chapel Hill, N.C.
Mount Zion Baptist Church, Macon, Ga.
Murfreesboro Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, N.C.
National Heights Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Ga.
New Heights Baptist Church, Macon, Ga.
Northminster Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss.
North Stuart Baptist Church, Stuart, Fla.
Northwest Baptist Church, Ardmore, Okla.
Peachtree Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.
Piney River Baptist Church, Lowesville, Va.
Pintlala Baptist Church, Hope Hull, Ala.
Providence Baptist Church, Charlotte, N.C.
Providence Baptist Church, Cookeville, Tenn.
Providence Baptist Church, Hendersonville, N.C.
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C.
Reynoldson Baptist Church, Gates, N.C.
Rocky Creek Baptist Church, Forsyth, Ga.
Rolesville Baptist Church, Rolesville, N.C
Rolling Hills Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Ark.
Second Baptist Church, Lubbock, Texas
Second Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn.
Second Baptist Church, Richmond, Va.
Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.
Shades Crest Baptist Church, Birmingham, Ala.
Smoke Rise Baptist Church, Stone Mountain, Ga.
Snyder Memorial Baptist Church, Fayetteville, N.C.
South Main Baptist Church, Houston, Texas
Southeast Baptist Church, Greensboro, N.C.
St. Matthews Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky.
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Carrollton, Ga.
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C.
The Lakeland Fellowship, Lakeland, Fla.
The Memorial Baptist Church, Greenville, N.C.
The Oaks Baptist Church, Lyons, Ga.
Trinity Baptist Church, Cordova, Tenn.
Trinity Baptist Church, Seneca, S.C.
University Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, La.
Vineville Baptist Church, Macon, Ga.
Watts Street Baptist Church, Durham, N.C.
Weatherly Heights Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala.
Wieuca Road Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.
Wingate Baptist Church, Wingate, N.C.
Winter Park Baptist Church, Wilmington, N.C.
Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn.
Yates Baptist Church, Durham, N.C.
Youngsville Baptist Church, Youngsville, N.C.
Zebulon Baptist Church, Zebulon, N.C.

What do these churches have in common?
THROUGH GROUP SUBSCRIPTIONS TO BAPTISTS TODAY,

THEY KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST ISSUES FACING BAPTISTS

Your church can be better informed, too
FOR AS LITTLE AS $375 A YEAR

(minimum 25 subscriptions at $15 each). Just send a list of names and addresses, along with a check, to:
Baptists Today, P.O. Box 6318, Macon, GA 31208-6318. (For more information, call toll-free 1-877-752-5658.)


